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PREFACE. 



NoTfriTJffSTANDiNo coety anxious En* 

deacour to render kh Work as fauUkss as pos^ 

sible^ its Author is apprehensive thaty for other 

Imperfections than the vernal ones enumerated on 

the next page, he has to solicit the henHty of 
a discerning Public. 
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EUTHANASIA ; 



OR. 

THE STATE OF MAN AFTER DEATH. 



SECTION I. 



*' Then shall the Dust return to the Earth, as it 
was; and the Spirit shall return unto Qod, 
wJto gave it J' • 



Were these the only words in the 
Bible which assert the two-fold nature 
of man, proving that he consists of a 
perishable body/ and of an imperishable 
soul, no rational person could disbe- 
lieve il. The body, derived from dust, 
is plainly declared, after dissolution, to 
'*^ return" to the same element ''out of 
which it was taken,'* and become ''as it 
was," an exanimate mass of earth. But 
widely different is declared to be the case 
with respect to the soul or spiritual part 

* Bccles. xii. 7, 
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of ournature. That is as plainly declared^ 
on leaving its mortal partner, to '' return 
to Him who gave it/* — to the gracioui^ 
Being wljo first formed Man, '^and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life;" placing him, amidst the wonders 
of animated nature, a distinct creature, a 
being sui geTteWs, gifted with intellectual 
powers of perception, fitted to discover, 
to ^dmire, and to adore the perfections, 
of the Almighty Parent who made him. 

With no less propriety therefore than 
sublimity, the visible creation has been 
considered a vast Temple, formed •by 
the Great Creator for his own worship; 
the dignified creature, Man, being sta- 
tioned within it as a Priest of Nature, 
ordained to offer the incense of praise 
and adoration for himself, and for the 
different orders of inferior beings un- 
gifted with speech and reason. 

Such a sacred use of creation every 
contemplative man will be disposed to 
make, if he only survey, with a devout 
mind, the pleasing variety of animals, of 
trefes, of plants, and flowers, which are 
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scattered with a profusion^ truly amazing^ 
over the face of the earth. If he descend 
deeper to investigate its hidden proper- 
ties, its secret treasures, this devout 
amazement will be increased ; and if he 
lift his eyes to the heavens, there, with 
still added wonder, does he behold ^^the 
Glory of God'' displayed in those stu- 
pendous orbs which ^'run their courae 
rejoicing.'* Not confined to his glow- 
ing bosom will be the devout astonish- 
ment which such objects inspire ; but, . 
breaking out in holy rapture, it .will find 
utterance in terms like these: — ^^Mar- 
vellous are thy works. Lord God Almigh- 
ty! the heavens and the earth show 
forth thy praise!" 

Nor with silent wonder is it possible 
to survey ''the great and wide sea also, 
wherein are all things innumerable;" 
where go the ships, laden with the pro-^ 
ducts of every clime, for the reciprocal 
comforts of man ; and where, as upon the 
earth, may be discerned cotintless proofs 
of the existence of a God, mighty as he 
ja beneficent. Prom the h uge leviathan 
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of the deep, which, as a monarch, '^is 
made to take his pastime therein/' to 
the smallest fish that skims its waters> 
wisdom and goodness are clearly mani- 
fested to be the distinguishing features 
of the Divine Mind. '' These," says the 
Psalmist, and he says it of creatures be- 
longing to every element — water, earth, 
and air — '^ these wait all upon Thee; 
and Thou givest them their meat in due 
season." 

But, among the myriads of living 
creatures which people ''this nether 
sphere," in different gradations of exist- 
ence, to man are the tender mercies of 
Jehovah most conspicuously vouchsafed. 
Endued with the peculiar faculties of 
reason and speech, and invested with do- 
minion over the irrational parts of crea- 
tion, he seems, in the Divine estimation, 
a being "little lower than the angels 
crowned with gloi'y and honour." En- 
nobled by a form erect and comely, he 
does not alone look on the multitude of 
objects beneath his feet, and before his 
eyes: he lifteth his face to the heavens. 



6.ud^ with an energy of thought, which 
inspiration only can impart^ penetrating 
itito ''the heaven of heavens/' he ex- 
claims^ with pious transport^ "There 
is the palace of the Eternal^ the city of 
the Great King^ who maketh the clouds 
his chariot^ who walketh upon the wings 
of the wind; whose way is in the sea, 
and his path in the mighty waters^ 
though his footsteps are not known. 
He maketh darkness his secret place, his 
pavilion round about him; and there is 
the hiding of his power. The earth is 
his footstool : the heavens are his throne. 
Here is the temple of his praise for man : 
there is the court of his adoration for 
angels. Here I may fall down and wor<* 
ship him, till the earth shall receive me 
into its womb; for out of it was I taken, 
and naked shall I return thither. Dust 
I am, and to dust shall I return." 

And do all these sublime contempla- 
tions terminate thus? Are all the hopes, 
the wishes^ the prospects of man of a 
creature so dignified, to be buried with 
him in the grave ? '' There is hope of 
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a tree if it be cut down^ that it will sproiit 
again^ andihat<the tender branch thereof 
will not cease« Though its root wax 
old in the earthy and its stock die in the 
ground^ yet, through the scent of water, 
it will bud, and bring forth boughs like 
a plant; but man dieth and wasteth 
away: Man giveth up the ghost, and 
where is he r " * These melancholy re- 
iSections of the afflicted Patriarch arose 
from his agonized breast^ while sitting 
in the depths of sorrow; and a trftiu of 
reasoning, so similar in beautiful senti- 
ment, and so expressiye of a mind dark- 
ened with the cheerless view of annihi- 
lation, is presented to us by a heathen 
writer, as to induce a belief that this 
page of inspiration was not unknown to 
him ; for thus does M oschus, on the death 
of BioN, pour forth his complaint oVer 
the darkness of the tomb: — 



// 



The humblest flower the cottage garden yields, 
The meanest weed that blossoms in the fields, 
Tho' in the wintry months they dead appear^ 
Keyive in Spring, and bloom another year. 

^ Job xiv. 



• 9i\\t lo I the great, the brave, the good, the wise^ 
Soon as death's icy hand ha8xlos'(| their eyes^ 
Moulder away to dust — 'No suns restore 
The lamp of life — Man sleeps, to wake no more/ 

Let us briefly pursue this traiu of 
mournful thought^ as indulged in by the 
striken Patriarch ; — " As the waters foil 
froid the sea^ and the flood decayeth 
and drieth up ; so man lieth down^ and 
fiseih.not tilt the heavens be no more: 
He ihall not awakey uor be raiised out 
of bte sleep.'** 

'l^o the vi6w of the heathen^ in the 
above free tratislation of his lines^ no 
mornings dawns on the night of the 
grave ; whereas, to that of the Patri- 
aipch it does faintly seem to break, but 
at a ^reat distance; not '^till the hea- 
yeas be no more ; " when, as St. Peter, 
declares, tho^e heavens ^^shbli vanish 
away, with a great lioise, and the ele- 
ments melt with fervent heat; the earth, 
also, and the works that are therein, 
shall ht burnt up." Yet soon after- 
wards^ ^^like a light shining in a dark 

 Job XIT. 
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place/* the feeble ray which fell on the 
mind of the sufferer, becomes obscured 
by doubt; and we hear him ask this 
anxious question ; ^'If a man die^ shall 
he live again V' In similar doubt and 
obscurity the mind of the Psalmist seems 
involved on this subject: '*^Wilt thou 
show wonders to the dead ? shall the dead 
arise and praise thee? shall thy loving-^ 
kindness be declared in the grave; of 
thy faithfulness in destruction? shall thy 
wonders be known in the dark ; and thy 
righteousness in the land of forgetfui- 
ness?'' So, likewise, with painful doubt 
and uncertainty, was the good and ami* 
able Hezekiah depressed, on receiving 
intelligence of his apprehended speedy : 
dissolution. " He wept sore, and said, 
I shall not see the Lord, even the Lord 
in the land of the living! I shall behold 
man no more, with the inhabitants of 
the world/' 

It is impossible not to sympathize with 
one so circumstanced; especially with 
one who feels himself entering that un- 
known region, whose '^ feet already be- 



V 



9 



gin to stumble on the dark mountains/' 
and who has neither staff nor guide to 
prevent his fell With a heart disquieted 
and disconsolate/ he sees^ in the ashes 
of all who have gone before him, his own 
immediate -destiny ; that he is about to 
mingle with their dust, and to hav^e that 
dust blown over the face of the earth, like 
perished leaves in autumn, as if the 
breath of life had never animatled his 
frame. Who shudders not at the 
thought? — Pondering on such a wreck 
of mortality as was presented to the view 
of the prophet, whether by local trans- 
lation to '*a valley that was full of 
bones," or by way of vision and terrific 
representation ; and reflecting, that, 
among them, might be the precious 
fragments of '' the Excellent of the earth*' 
—excellent for beneficence and n^ntai 
knowledge * — who, 1 say, surrounded 
by the darkness of nature on every side, 
would not exclaim, ^' Is the light of mind 

* Ezekiel XXX VII. Th^ horrid sublimity of the 
first tea verses of this chapter is, pcrhapa, without a 
pafalleL 
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and intelligence^ which shone brighter 
than all the stars of heaven^ set to rise no 
more? Is a Homer^ a Socrates^ a Plato^ 
a Newton, a Milton, a Lotke — are such 
men^ when in the grave, dead for ever ? 
Is a Howard^ who traversed the wide 
globe in search of misery^ with the god- 
like motive alone of assuaging it, and 
whose life was sacrificed in the beneficent 
pursuit — are his relics to mingle with the 
sands of the desert, through interminable 
ages, and never to be restored to being? 
Are none of the wretched objects he 
blessed ever to bless him^ nor to behold, 
with gladness^ the glorified face of their 
benefactor, in the land of immortality ? 
Are all the sweet charities of life, all those 
tender bonds of affection^ by which our 
hearts have been influenced in our pre- 
sent probationary state of existence^ to 
be broken for ever? Are parents and 
children^ brothers and sisters^ nay^ the 
friends who were ^^as our own souls/' 
severed from us eternally ? Are all the 
intellectual gifts of the Most High to his 
favoured creatures — all the endearing 
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ties of kin^red^ which bind soul to sbul> 
to be reduced to nothing — to be deemed 
of no greater value than '^ the grass on 
the house-top^ which is withered before 
it be plucked up^ or the dust of the earthy 
which is trodden under foot of men?' 
In such a frame of mind^ contemplate^ O 
mortal ! the pale and breathless form of 
some one of these beloved objects^ whose 
eye beamed lately on thee its last look of 
unutterable affection; whose feverish 
hand pressed thine^ with the last effort 
of expiring strength; whose tongue^ 
cleaving to the roof of the mouth with 
parching thirsty was unable to utter its 
last blessing on thee^ or to ratify one of 
the endless unexpressed tokens of attach- 
ment^ which multiplied the more, the 
longer human life was protracted : — view 
such a dear object^ upon whom the aw- 
ful change of death has passed — now 
motionless and mute^ extended before 
thee — view it, in the uncheered, unen- 
lightened state of mind hitherto repre- 
sented, and learn how to feel for those 
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who walked in darkness, and had nof^ 
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light ; '' oil whom shone no ray of spiri-^ 
tual hope from above^ when the shades 
of the inevitable night of death fell hea*^ 
vily around them^ and closed upon the 
agonized heart every prospect^ every ex- 
pectation of social endearing intercourse 
in the eternal silence of the tomb! — r- 
But, " Behold ! I show you a mystery. 
We shall not all sleep^ or remain dead 
for ever. We shall be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump. For the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible ; and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible shall put on incor- 
ruption; and this mortal shall put on 
immortality. So, when this corruptible 
shall put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal shall put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, ^' Death is swallowed up in vic- 
tory. O Death! where is thy sting? 
O Grave! where is thy victory? The 
sting of death is sin; and the strength of 
sin is the law : but thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory, through our 
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Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore, my be- 
lored brethren, be ye stedfast, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord ; forasmuch as ye know, that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 



SECTION IL 



Regarding death, as visiting the 
abodes of mankind, with no other light 
to cheer them than what they could de- 
rive from the book of nature, the reflec- 
tions which arose from such a view as 
hitherto has been taken of the subject, 
were, necessarily, for the most part, of 
a melancholy kind. 

Passing from them to the consolatory 
words of St. Paul, with which the pre-^ 
ceding Section Mas closed, we seemed 
as if entering suddenly from a desolate 
wilderness into the Garden of Eden ; from 
a land of darkness into a region of light. 

The burst of exclamation^ as a solemn 
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call of the hearer to spmething wonder- 
ful^ at the openiog of the passage^ is not 
more grand than beautiful and just. 
'^Behold! I show you a mystery." And 
if it were possible to divest our minds>. 
for a moment^ of all recollection of gos- 
pel-knowledge, of all the exceeding 
great and precious truths, which, by im- 
perceptible degrees, have familiarized 
the soul, with a view and promise of its 
high destination and eternal inheritance, 
we should be enabled to form an ade- 
quate idea of Gentile wretchedness, and 
learn duly to appreciate the glorious 
Revelation of the Son of God : otherwise 
it is as impossible to do this, as it is fo^ 
a man, who has ^^ fared sumptuouisly 
every day," to form an accurate concep- 
tion of the sufferings of a fellow-crea- 
ture, whose life, after being a series of 
bitter privation, wus terminated by the 
tortures of famine. Supposing ourselves 
circumstanced, as the bereaved mourner 
was depicted, towards the end of the last 
section, we should hail the information, 
given by St Paul, with unspeakable 
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rapture. Hearing (as truly it is) '^a 
voice fr<Hn heaven^ sayings unto us^ 
Bli^ssed are the dead who die in the 
Lord^'' we should '' comfort one another 
with these words^'' and no longer sor- 
rov^ as those who have no hope. 

But is the comfort^ offered in thegos* 
pel^ commensurate with the grief that is 
occasioned by the death of christian 
friends and kindred ? Does it satisfy the 
heart, well-nigh broken^ that what it la- 
ment9 •' is not lost^ but only gone before/' 
gone to a state of felicity ? Yes ; at leasts 
concerning the Spirit — the better part 
of such lamented object^ Divine Reve- 
lation does furnish grounds of evidence^ 
sufficiently strong to convince us^ that 
the soul dies not with the body^ but 
passes into a new and bright region of 
happiness. Were the passage from the 
Book of Ecclesiastes^ cited in the pre- 
ceding section^ the only authority in 
Scripture^ affirming the truth of this con- 
soling doctrine^ it ought^ as was before 
observed^ to be deemed conculsive. 

Opposing the noxious and cheerless 



16 



notions of the materialist^ who asserts 
that^ as dies the body^ so dies the soul^ 
it expressly declares, concerning the aw- 
fully-final moment of every righteous 
human being, that, though 'Hhe dust,*' 
or corporeal part of his nature, " then 
returns to the earth, as it was," yet does 
'* the spirit," evidently a different sub* 
stance or essence, " return to the God 
who gave it." 

As, however, it will be no less grati- 
fying, than instructive, to see this im- 
portant doctrine supported by the con* 
current testimony of Scripture, illus- 
trated by certain analogies in nature, 
and corroborated by the deductions of 
cultivated reason — let us pursue, through 
these inviting fields of profitable re- 
search, the interesting meditation : and, 
while it animates with hope the dejected 
heart, may it produce a salutary effect 
on moral conduct \ 

With so vast a variety of momentous 
matter does the subject abound, that it 
is easier to admit the suggestions which 
spontaneously offer, than to reject what 
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may appear foreign or irrelevant. Ad 
however^ the unhappiness of a hopeless 
raind^ under the contemplation of deaths 
and the incertitude of even a patriarchal 
one^ with the twilight only of Jewish 
Revelation to guide it^ have been some- 
what enlarged on ; it may not be im- 
proper to revert to the sentiments of the 
same holy person who was then men^ 
tioned^ concerning his belief of a resur* 
rection from the dead ; and also briefly 
to examine the objections of modern 
materialista to the doctrine here meant 
to be established^ before the great argu- 
ment on the subject shall be adduced 
from the entire body of Scripture. 

After enumerating a train of evils and 
calamities^ the most afflictive to human 
nature^ all pressing with complicated 
force on the mind and frame of the suf- 
fering patriarchy he evidently sees no 
probability of finding any other asylum 
from them than the grave; that '' house'* 
as he emphatically calls it^ '' appointed 
for all living/' that sure refuge of the 
miserable, ^^ where the wicked cease 
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from troubling, and the weary be at. 
rest/' Bat that he did not expect to 
remain there for every he affirms in this 
noble declaration of stedfast faith : '' I 
know that my Redeemer liveth ; and that 
ke i»haU stand at the latter day upon the 
earthy and though^ after my skin, worms 
destroy this body^ yet in my flesh shall 
I see God: whom 1 shall see for myself^ 
and mine eyes shall behold^ and not 
another/' 

A belief of the resurredioaof the&od^ 
sJLt the last day, is here asi^rted with a 
positiveness that precludes- all doubt. 
I know, says he, that thus if shall be : a 
positiveness similar td that of the apostle 
where he says, ^^We know that all 
things work together for good, to them 
that love God/' Though devoured by 
reptiles the most loathsome, he '^knew" 
that a restoration of ^^his fle^" would 
take place, " at the latter day : " when 
he, '' whote goings forth have been of 
old from everlasting,^' the ^^ Alpha and 
Omega,'' the Redeemer, "that liveth 
and was dead, and hath the keys of 
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death and hell^ fihall stand upon the 
earth/' However de-eomposed his body 
ini^ht be^ he was confkleot it would rise 
again; and thaf his own eyes/' — ^his 
own perceptions^ and not those of ano*^ 
ther person^ would ascertain his proper 
identity. 

'' Strange diflScdltieSy" says an intelli- 
gent writer, ''faavebeeni'aisedconceriiA 
ingp6l*sonat identity; or the snifieness of 
livifig ageiits:, implied in the notion o£ 
our existing now and' hereafber. But^ 
without regaird t6 anry of them; let tis^ 
consider what the analogy of nature; 
and the several changes which we haVe 
undergone, and those which we maty un- 
dergo without being destroyed, suggest, 
as to the effectwhich death may, or may 
not, have upon us; and T^hether it be 
not from thence probable that We may 
survive this change, and exist in a fature 
state of life and perception. This may 
be illustrated by the changes which take 
place in many animals ; of birds and 
insectsbursting the shell of their habita- 
tion, and entering a new world, furnish- 
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ed with new accommodations^ and find"- 
ing a new sphere of action assigned 
them. The states of life, in which we 
ourselves existed formerly in the womb 
and our infancy^ are almost as different 
from our present^ in mature age^ as it is 
possible to conceive any two states of 
life can be. Therefore^ that we are to 
exist hereafter^ in a state as different 
from our present as this is from our 
former^ is but according to the analogy 
of nature; according to a natural order 
or appointment of the very same kind^ 
with what we have already experienced.* 
It is true that^ with respect to the con* 
tinned existence of the soul^ the patri- 
arch Job is silent. So in a verse of two- 
fold meaning, at once expressive of the 
Jews' restoration from captivity, and of 
a life after death, Isaiah thus asserts the 
resurrection of the body: '^Tliy dead 
men shall live; together with my dead 
body. shall they arise. Awake, and sing, 
ye that dwell, in dust : for thy dew is as 
the dew of herbs; and the earth shall 
cast out her deadA 

* See Bishop Butler's Analog, f Isaiah xxvi. 19. 
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In a similar sublime strain^ and in 

^ords of a similar two-fold meaning, the 

prophet Hose A exclaims^ ''I will ransom 

them from the power of the grave, — I 

will redeem them from death. O death ! 

I will be thy plague, O grave! I will be 

thy destruction/' Other extracts might 

be made from theOld Testament, to the 

same purport : and, with all of them, the 

materialist will readily accord, as not as- 

serting the vitality of any part of man, 

after death has obtained the dominion 

over him. 

But the non-assertion of a doctrine, 

and the denial of a doctrine, are two 
very different things. The writers in 
the Old Testament asserted or revealed 
all that was permitted them to know, 
under the degree of illumination that 
was vouchsafed them : a brighter light, 
'^ a more excellent way," a fuller mani- 
festation of divine truths being promised 
when tbey wrote. And what was thus 
promised, appeared afterwards in the 
world ; even that "'Sun of Righteousness,*' 
whose glorious rising they predicted, and 
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*' to whom tlijBy ^U gave witness/* The 
materialist^ then^ has no co-adjutor for 
his cause in the Old Testament : and 
that he has none in the New^ will be 
abundantly proVed> wbten we open that 
Treasury of sacred knowledge containing 
♦^ the pearl of great price/' the clear 
rerelation of light and immortality for 
the soulj on its delivery from an earthly 
.prison. 

What^but such a view^ can furnish 
adeqiiate comfort to the heart which is 
agonized by a ^^ multitude of sorrows,*' 
as it did to that of the Psalmist? What 
but this can comfort an aged mourner, 
who, having long since seen *' the de- 
light of his eyes taken away with a 
stroke/' now, after being left with an 
only child, the sole prop and stay of his 
declining nature, sees that also cut 
down like the flower; sees it carried 
hence, to be here, by him, beheld no 
more? When thus bereft of all that 
rendered this world desirable, what is 
there to console such an afflicted solitary 
being, except the lively hope of meet- 
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ing, in a brighter worlds the beloved ob- 
jects whom he has lost^ of meeting them 
again^ to part no more ? 

Does there exist a rational creature 
Who disbelieves or despises such a per- 
suasion ? Is there a single human heart 
uncheered^ uninfluenced by it ?^ If there 
be^ alas^ how forlorn must be that 
wretched heart! Let him^ would he 
know ''the way of God more perfectly," 
let him enter the abode of some truly 
christian family, just deprived by death 
of one of its beloved members: let him 
witness the soothing, the salutary effects 
of that blessed hope of life and immor- 
tality, which not merely supports, but 
animates every surviving relative and 
friend. Let him contemplate the influ- 
ence and efficacious power of the religion 
of Jesus, at this season of trial. Let him 
see, with how much sweetness and com- 
posure she resigns her children to the 
dust, in full assurance of faith that they 
will rise again, with more than reno- 
vated beauty and strength, to a scene of 
bliss and endless glory ; to an inherit- 
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ance that is incorruptible and tindefiled. 
and that fadeth not away ; which- God 
has prepared for them that love him. To 
this consoling view of the subject^ we 
shall soon turn ; when it is to ht hoped> 
refreshing thoughts^ like summer rain on 
the dry ground^ will revive every faint- 
ing heart. For the present let us re- 
member that an eternity of bliss is offer- 
ed to us by a gracious God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. May, therefore, 
the sure and certain hope of possessing 
a boon so transcendently glorious, ani- 
mate us to a perseverance in faith and 
pureness of living, by which alone it can 
be attained, and call forth from our 
gladdened bosoms this ardent and de- 
vout exclamation of the apostle, '^Thanks 
be to God, for his unspeakable gift !" 
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SECTION III. 



Concerning the great fundamental 
doctrine of Christianity — a resurrection 
from the dead — it is not now requisite^ 
in pursuing the present argument^ fully 
to speak; that being admitted by the 
materialist : nor is it denied by any but 
by an atheist^ who is an isolated kind of 
mortal^ a cheerless SadttcSan^ who^ 
having forsaken God; brings himself ai^ 
last to deny His existence. Such an un- 
happy being maintains^ of course^ ^^that 
there is no resurrection, neither angel 
nor spirit;'' and therefore, on these 
grounds, necessarily asserts his belieC 
^' that death is an eternal sleep/' 

But if we may credit the sages of 
every age and every clime» such a man 
is what I have termed him, an isolated 
being. Plutarch declares the opinion 
of rewards and punishments after death 

B 
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to be so ancient^ that he could not trace 
the author or origin of it: and that^ 
though cities may be found without bul- 
warks^ without learning, without a king, 
without public buildings^ and without 
property or a circulating medium of 
wealth, yet no city^ no whole people, 
could ever be found without some know* 
ledge or profession of God.* 

A learned and powerful writer of our 
own country thus asserts the same thing : 
'^ Look through all Greek, Roman, and 
barbarous antiquity, and it wilt appear 
that not one single lawgiver ever found 
a people, how wild and unimproved so- 
ever, without a religion, when he nnder- 
took to civilize tbem. On the contrary^ 
we see them addressing the savage tribes 
l¥ith the credentials of that God, who 
was there professedly acknowledged and 
adored. They found religion, and did 
not make it. f 
The atheist, therefore, when discovered 
to exist, uafortunartely, atmong any peo- 

* CoDSol. ad ApoUonium. 
f Bishop Warburton^s Diviae Legation. Book in. 
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ple^ must be regarded as a solitary in* 
stance of unbelief^ as a creature of a pe-» 
culiar kind^ eith^ absolutdy insane^ or 
compounded of folly and impiety, utter- 
ing his blasphemous dogmas in the 
midst of myriads of intelligent witnesses, 
all, with one roice, refuting his bold as-* 
sertions; surrounded by countless works 
too, in the visible creation, all proclaim* 
ing the hand that made them to be 
divine. 

When we see a being of this sort ex* 
pecfing more deference to his individual 
conclusions, than is paid to those of num* 
berless persons, eminently distinguished 
by science and learning, is it not as pre- 
posterous as if a poor solitary glow-worm 
fancied its feeble ray of light more 
resplendent than all the stars of heaven ? 
However he may presume upon his own 
sagacity, he will not receive the suffra- 
ges of the wise, any more than the appro- 
bation of the good. Indeed, the highest 
of all authorities, alluding to such cha- 
racters, affirms, th^t ''thinking them- 
selves wise, they became fools: " and it 

b2 
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is a singalar coiDcideDce/that^ with this 
opinion^ ihe account given of It^ human 
race, by a learned historian, * should 
perfectly agree. '^Not only a belief," 
says he, ''in the being of a God, (bow- 
ever erroneous in its kind), but also a 
belief in the doctrine of a resurrection^ 
is discoverable in every tribe throughout 
the known world, except among those 
who are sunk so low in the scale of being 
as to be ignorant of the proper use of 
their limbs, of the simplest means how 
to cultivate the earth, or even to defend 
themselves from danger/' How accu- 
rately> then, does the Psalmist characte- 
rize the wretched creature who is thus 
degraded by such a fatal species of infi« 
delity, when he says, ''The/ooZ hath 
said in his heart. There is no God." 

We know that the divine Author of 
the Gospel assigns another motive for 
atheism. ''Men love darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds are evil. 
Such men hate the light, neither come 
they to the light/ lest their deeds should 

* Robertson*s History of America. 
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be reproved.** Aiid, coincident with 
historical proofs both Jesu» Christ ai><t 
the Psalmist come to the same conclusion 
respecting the motives of an evil-doer 
and an atheist. Jesus Christ declares^ 
that 'Uhey love darkness rather thanr 
lights because their deeds are evil : '* and 
the Psalmist speaks of them as '^ corrupt 
and abominable in their doings^ neither 
falling upon Gpd^ nor having him in 
their tiioughts/' 

Fortunate for the world it is^ that 
such characters appear in it so seldom; 
and ihat^ when they do appear^ they are 
regarded as monsters in human shape, 
uninfluenced by any moral consider* 
ations to restrain ihem from committing 
evil ! 

Such detached and baneful beings do 
not, therefore^ at all affect the great doc- 
trine of a belief in future rewards and 
punishments. That the persuasion of 
this doctrine should be so universal^ is 
as much a mystery as the cause or origin 
of it; and naturally we may suppose 
that^ when darkness fell upon the first 

B 3 
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human pair^ tbey tfiigbl as fearfully ap«^ 
prebend that there would be no return 
of lights as when tbey first witnessed the 
melancholy change produced by death 
upon their murdered son, they might 
conclude, that of the vital spark there 
would be no restoration. — ^How fhr the 
Deity^ by some special token of grace^ 
consoled them with other views^ we 
know not. But it is presumable, that 
He who comforted them . wilh an assu-> 
ranee of moral Mslorationj through a 
Redeemer, would not leave them igno* 
rant of so important a truth. 
. From no other source^ indeed^ than from 
the Fountain of Divine Goodness itself^ 
could the doctrine originally qiring ; and 
by no other means than those or-* 
dained by Infinite Wisdom^ could it ob* 
tain so universal a reception. Certain 
analogies, observable in natune^ would, 
doubtless^ serve no less pleasingly than 
powerfully to illustrate the doctrine : but 
it is impossible that to them it should 
owe a derivation. The creeping reptile^ 
whicb^ after a brief term of ignoble ex-^ 
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ibteiice, i« seen lo weave its owa winding 
sheet and its shroud^ and then to \i6 in 
its chrysalis or coffin throughout the 
dreary season of winter^ is^ indeed^ a very 
striking emblem of human mortality and 
interment: and when^ revived by a genial 
sun^ the same reptile is afterwards seen/ 
on the return of spring, to burst ils 
oeremenls in another form, a glorified 
form> certainly, compared with its pris- 
tine humble state ; a mind endued with 
common powers, previously enlightened 
with a belief of the doctrine concerning 
the soul's continued existence, must per- 
ceive, in such a reptile, a significant 
illustration of the resurrection of man. 
But it is dnlysn illustration in ^^a thing 
of naught, whose time passeth away 
like a shadow," whose renewed improved 
state of being is to last no longer than 
a few summer suns ; a faint illustration, 
bearing some resemblance only to a 
being, who, when revived, is to live for 
ever. As such an humble reptile, after 
tts death*like sleep, becomes a winged 
insect, gifted with new habits and new 

B 4 
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pursuits^ moving in a new element^ arid 
a higher sphere^ regaling on ihe essences 
of flowers^ and sporting with apparent 
pleasure in the rays of light; so^ the con- 
templative naturalist^ whose mind is il- 
lumined by the truths of Revelation^ will 
feel an additional assurance that even 
the material part of man will become^ 
after its resurrection from the grave^ a 
gloriKed beings in a far more noble and 
dignified state of existence,. 

In the vegetable kingdom^ likewise^ 
such a pious observer of nature perceives 
similar illustrations. When he sees 
trees and plants, which shed their leaves 
in autumn^ and seemed as if dead through 
the winter^ put forth fresh verdure^ and 
assume new beauty at the return of 
springs he certainly may ask the unbe- 
liever, "Why it should be thought a 
thing incredible with him that God 
should raise the dead?" For there is 
nothing^ more wonderful in the resurrec- 
tion of man out of the dust of the earth, 
than there is in his first creation out of it : 
and we are surely of more value than 
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trees and plants^ or than the reptile 
insect just spoken of^ on ^hich God 
bestows a new glorified fornix and works 
fL coAiparatively-transcendent change in 
its nature : a change as widely different, 
perhaps^ as that which will be wrought 
in the human frame^ when ^'raised a 
spiritual body/' it ascends to ihe realms 
of bliss. 

Let us hear the reasoning of an apos* 
tie on this subject: — '^Some men will 
say^ How are the dead raised up^ and 
with what body do they come?" And 
let us well obsierve what he calls the scep- 
tic who asks such questions ; asking ihem 
we must conclude^ in an ^'evil heart of 
unbelief:"—" Thou fool/' says he, 
^' that which thou sowest not that 
body, (». e. that same body,) that shall 
appear again, but bare grain: it may 
chance of wheat, or of some other grain : 
but God gi veth it a body — a new body — 
as it hath pleased him, and to every seed 
his own body."* For instance, he 
giveth, not a scanty single grain, as the 
re-production of the single one deposited 

tSt Paul. 



in the eaf th ; but an abutadaot cluster of 
grains in many an ear. Thus every seed 
sown in a field or in a garden^ rots and 
becomes decomposed in the ground; 
and from it shoots a germ^ which am* 
mates a future plant or flower^ of the 
same species, indeed^ but probably of a. 
surpassing nature. For instance, the 
seed of a single-leaved flower, of small 
beauty, will often produce a plant bear- 
ing double flowers, of far greater beauty 
and perfection. '^So, also, is the resur* 
rection of the dead. It is sown in cor-v 
ruption; it is raised in incorruption. It 
is sown in dishonour; it is raised in 
glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power. It is sown a natural 
body; it is raised a spiritual body.^^ 
Here we may allowably use the words of 
a pious writer: — 

" Shall man be left forgotten in the dust, 
When fate, rekntiag, lets ihtjkfwer reme ? 

Shall nalui^'s Toieoj, to him alone unjust. 
Bid hipo^ tho' doom'd to perish» hope to live ? 

Is it for this fair virtue oft must strive. 
With disappointment, penury, and pain ? 

 St. Paul. 
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No I betrea's immortal tfjiriilg sball yet arrit^^ 
And man's majestic beauty bloom again« 
Bright thro' the eternal year of Ioyo'b triumphant 
reign !* 

On the same interesting subject^ He, 
'^ in whom wei'e hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge/' thds address- ' 
els us : '^ Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
except a corn of wheal fall into the 
ground and die, itabideth alone :'\i. e. it 
is solitary, unproductive, and unuseful: 
'•; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit." If we know these thiqgs, happy 
are we if, from them, we learn instruc- 
tion; those persons, more especially, 
with whom such occurreiices are fami- 

* 

liar. Wherf the husbandman or the 
gardener, after committing seed to the 
ground, soon beholds the blade spring- 
ing/ then the ear, afterwards the full 
corn in the ear, how natural is it to ap- 
ply, and how instructive would it be if 
such striking appearances were more 
frequently applied, as Jesus Christ does^ 
apply them, to the resurrection of the 
dead! ''The field," says he, '''is the 

• Seattle. 
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Word of God. He that soweth the g^ood 
seed is the Son of Man. The harvest is 
the end of the world ; and the reapers 
are the angels. The good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; but the tares 
are the children of the wicked one.'* 
The former^ the heavenly husbandman^ 
'^ will gather into his barn :" but the latter 
'' he will burn with fire unquenchable." 
Awful and significant emblems of the 
different destinies of the righteous and 
ungodly! ifby analogies so striking, and 
by similitudes so strong, they who are con- 
stantly witnessing them^ are not edified^ 
their insensibility is sinful. If ^^ they that 
go down to the sea in ships^ and occupy 
their business in great waters^ perceive 
the goodness of the Lord, and his won- 
ders in the deep,*' how reprehensible 
must they he, who occupy their business 
upon the surface of the earthy not to no- 
tice the *^ goodness and wonders" of the 
same divine hand ! I^ when he^ who is 
the Resurrection and the Life^ after 
awakening mankind to the attention of 
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these thing^s^ cried i/rith a loud voice, 
'' he that hath ears to hear^ let him 
hear ;" all mankind, being deeply in- 
terested in the subject, are surely called 
upon to attend to it. 

And who has not an opportunity of 
noticing the analogies here specified? 
'' They regard not the works of the 
Lord, neither do they consider the ope- 
rations of his hands," was the declared 
sign or criterion, of a thoughtless and 
wicked people. Not only, therefore, 
tillers of the soil« who, from frequency 
of opportunity, cannot avoid discerning 
such natural intimations of a resurrec- 
tion ; but every human creature, who 
has ears to bear, or eyes to see, ought to 
poeder these things in his heart; know- 
ing, that, like seed sown in the earth, he 
shall assuredly lie down in the dust; and 
also, in like manner, shall rise up again, 
at the last great day, '^ when all that 
are in their graves shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and shall come forth ; 
they that have done good, to the Resur- 
rection of Life ; and they that have done 
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eyiV, unto the resurrection of damna* 
tion/' * 

Thus we see how Nature and Reve- 
lation harmonize with each other on this 
most important point The former iff 
timates to man, that he may be raised 
from the dead; the latter assures him 
that this will he ike case ; and to that 
assurance is superadded positire proof/ 
in the Resurrection of the '^ Founder 
and Finisher of our Faith'' himself, after 
dying in the presence of a vast cbn« 
course of people, and being pierced 
through the heart with a spear. Nearly 
' as public was the testimony of his Re* 
storation to Life ; having been 6een 
alive again by abcwe five hundred 
brethren at once, — some of whom not 
only conversed, but ate and drank with 
him, after he rose from the dead. 

If it be said that this was no new evi- 
dence, the prophets Elijah and Elisha, ' 
and especially the Great Prophet of the' 
Covenant, Jesus Christ himself, having 
before raised xxp others: wo answer^ 

.^JohnT. St. 
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that though the persons thus raised were 
proofs of the same important doctrine^ 
they were proofs of a different kind ; evi- 
dencing, certainly, a resurrection from 
the dead, but only to a second transitory 
life, to die again the common death of 
all men -/whereas, in the person of Jesus, 
we have an evidence, an earnest of a 
Resurrection to life eternal; which he 
promises to bestow on every true be- 
liever in his Go^el : '^ Because I live," 
says be, '^'ye shall live also.'* . The body 
shall moulder into dust, and continue^, 
for a time, blended with the earth out 
of which it was formed : but, when the 
all-pervading sammons for revival shall 
go forth from the mpath of Him, ^' whose 
voice shaketh both the earth and the 
heavens, the sesi e^nd the dry land,'' 
then shall the ponderous tombs be 
broken, the graves yield up their 
ghastly mllUofls^ kn4 the sea cast out 
her dead. No human being, through- 
out unbounded space, shall sleep, '^ The 
small and the great shall stand before 
God ; the bpoks shfdl be opened ; and 
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every one shall be judged according to 
his works : neither can they die any 
more/' 



SECTION IV. 



The somewhat enlarged view already 
taken on this subject^ and the train of 
reflections in which we have indulged^ 
will have prepared us to examine what 
evidence there is, derivable from scrip- 
ture, that the soul, immediately after the 
death of the body, is not in a state of 
sleep or insensibility, but of happiness 
or woe. 

That any subject involves greater 
interest to man, will scarcely be assert- 
ed. For what can more strongly inter- 
est, than ETERNAL HAPPINESS and ETER'- 
NAL MISERY? 

But, if the soul survive not the body, 
there is no such thing as eternal happi- 
ness, or eternal misery. An interval of 
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non-existence between death and judg'* 
ment would break the chain of eternity. 
The soul that is dead for a time, may 
remain so for ever. 

l^hid^ Reason plainly teaches : and 
though her province is now to be limit* 
ed only by what ought to limit all human 
researches ; yet^ in the same manner as 
we availed ourselves of the analogies of 
nature concerning a resurrection^ so will 
the suggestions of reason be listened to^ 
and reverenced^ as they are co-incident 
with Scripture. Though they produce 
not '* confirmation strong as proofs of 
Holy Writ/' they will, subordinately, 
corroborate those proofs, even in the 
mind of a 1:]|e1iever: and, to that of an 
infidel, if they do not carry positive con- 

 

viction, they will not be directed entirely 
in vain. 

But, as propriety dictates, and, as 
their dignified character requires, let us 
first attend to the Oracles of Inspiration^ 
on this subject. 

At the close of the Penteteuch, we 
are informed that Moses^ the Servant of 
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tlK Loi'd^ went up from the plains <^ 
IVfoal^^ unto the mountain of Nebo^ to 
the top of Pjsgahj and died there. We 
s^ ar^ also informed^ that he was buried in 
the valley of Moab; though no man 
knoweth of bis sepulchre to this, day.* 
The death and burial of this distinguish* 
ed lawgiver are here related^ in a man*- 
ner that leaves no doubt respecting the 
certomty of those solemn events. The un- 
certainty respecting his place of burial 
was^ perhaps^ ordained to exist by Di* 
vine Wisdom, to prevent the Jews, a 
people prone to idolatry, from desecrat- 
ing his remains, by any impious rites of 
adoration. It is as historically true that 
be died and was buried, as that Solon, 
LycurgU9, or any other celebrated per- 
son, has paid the debt of nature. What- 
ever could die of Moses, did die, and 
was buried. Yet, that aomepiirt of him 
did not die, is evident, . if we are to be- 
lieve the Scriptures ; and they are the 
Oracles of Truth. Speaking of that tran- 
scendantly-grand circumstance, Christ's 

 Deuteronomy xxxW. 
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Iransfigyjration^ the evimgeUst says; 
'^ there appeared Moses and Eliasb talk* 
ing with him."* The soul or spirit^ 
therefore^ of Moses must have been ex- 
istent at the time of this conferences m- 
di^endentfy exicitent of the body ; for 
that, the sacred page tells w, was dead 
and bnried. Therefore^ i( this were tb« 
only instance of the kind recorded in the 
scriptures^ an udprejndiqed mind would 
be convinced that the $otd die$ not toith 
the body, 

., The next instance, accwdmg to chro-* 
nological order^ is that of the cbild^ the 
son of the widow of Zorephath^ restored 
to life^ in compliance with the prayer of 
Elijah. To relate.the circumstance^ in 
any: other wonls than those of the sacred 
texts would only weaken it. ^' And it 
came to pass^ after these things^ that the 
son of the woman^ the mistress of the 
housOs fell sick; and his sickness was so 
sore^ that there was no .breath left in 
him. And she said unto Elijah^ what 
have I to do with thee^ Othou man of 

* Matt, xviin 






God ! Art thoa come unto mt to call 
jny sin to remembrance, and to slay my 
son? And he said unto her, give me 
thy son : and he took him out of her 
bosom, and carried him up into a loft, 
M^here he abode, and laid him upon his 
own bed. And he cried uftto the Lord, 
and said, O Lord, my God ! hast thoa 
also brought evil upon the vridow with 
whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? 
And he stretched himself upon the child 
three times, and cried unto the Lord, 
and said, O Lord, my God! I pray thee, 
let this child's soul come into him again. 
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; 
and the soul of the child came into, him 
againy and he revived. And Elijah took 
the child, and brought him down out of 
the chamber into the house, and deliver- 
ed him unto his mother; and Elijah 
said. See ! thy son liveth. And the wo- 
man said to Elijah, now, by this I 
know that thou art a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in thy mouth 
is truth/'* 

* I Kin^, xvii. 



45 



The case of the Shunammite's son is 
so similar^ that^ although the beautiful 
simplicity of the narrative might author** 
ize the citation of it^ I beg leave to refer 
to the Holy Yolume for its perusal.* In 
both instances the soul or spirit evident* 
ly survived the body. Else why^ in the 
former instance^ did the prophet pray 
that the child's soul might came into him 
again? If it were in the dead body^ or 
constituted a part of that body, or died 
with that body, the prayeir was absurd. 
In this case the meaning of the inspired 
person who uttered the prayer, was 
clearly the same as that of Moses, when 
speaking of the dissolution of Rachael, 
be said, '' it came to pass, as her soul 
was departing (for she died) that she 
called his name Benoni.^'f In the same 
sense we are to understand the Royal 
Preacher, where he says, '^ Who know- 
eth t he spi rit of man, that goeth upward. ' * 
And again, ^' As thou knowest not the 
way of the Spirit, nor how the bones do 
grow in the womb; even so, thou knQw- 

* 2 Kings iv. t Geo. xzxv. 
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est not the works of 6od^ who maketh 
all/'* In the same sense^ plainly regard- 
ing the soul as a distinct part or essence 
from the body, St. James says^ '' as the 
body^ without the spirit^ isdead^ so faitb^ 
without works, is dead also." — ^If the 
materialist reply, by asking, why, then, 
do brutes live without souls or essences, 
which are to survive their bodies ? We 
answer, in the words of the wise man, 
just quoted, '^ Who knoweth the spirit 
of the beast that goeth downward to the 
earth?" intimating that there is a vast 
difference between the nature of the one 
and the other. 

On this critical subject, various opini- 
ons have arisen. The learned Grotius 
says, '^ Some actions of animals seem to 
be the effects of a certain degree of 
reason; as is manifest in ants and 
bees, which avoid whatever is noxious, 
and seek whatever is proper for them. 
Yet, that such distinguishing property 
is not, strictly speakings in themselves, 
is evident, because they act uniformly 

* Eecles. lii. and xt. 
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alike ; preying that they are moved oi 
stimulated by tome extraneous reasoiii 
which is no olher than what we deno- 
minate God/'* '^ No/' says the anno« 
tator^ Le Clerk^ ^' these sagacious acts 
are done by the souls of those animals. 
For^ nothing forbids our believing that 
there may exist a multiplicity of grada^ 
tions among intelligent creatoresj the 
lowest of which may be in the bodies of 
brutes. Is it said^ what becomes of 
these souls^ when those ilifenor orders 
die? TThat I kiHow not. There is no 
necessity for us to know all things ; nor 
should we deny any things because we 
cannot account for it/' 

That a similar notion prevails in hea^ 
then lands^ various travelleihs inform us. 
Nor are we ignorant^ that some un- 
enlightened tribes imagine a poirtioii of 
their future happiness in .another world 
will be derived from the society (if I 
may so express it) of favourite animals^ 
which contributed to their pleasure in 
this. Pope finely introduces this ao*^ 

• Book If Sect. 7, 
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earthy as It teds ^ kml th^ spMt ^halt re-^ 
tarn nnto 'God who' gave W/**. 
' ' This 1>eautrfQl description of tile decline 
and fall of tfa«^humati' frame being' tiighli|c 
figurative; a ptrBCpfarastic'ex{K)sitron of th« 
saccr^ tdkt m^HI render it 'plainer to eyery 
eapa'city^-*-^^Early/ iny son^ begin to tbuik 
of tby Creator «' In the season of youtb> 
accustom thyself to meditate oh his pater-> 
tihl love; and forget not the various bless** 
iD^ he showers clown upon thee. ' For 
kfiow^ my son^ that the frame in which 
thou gloriest, wiFl niot always continue 
robust and vigorous^ Age will steal upon 
the^^ and undermine thy strength ; bring*" 
iilg with' ii a train of evils, which, if thpu 
have made no provision against them, will 
deprive thee of the enjoyment of pleasure. 
If, till then, thbu defer iHe work of Veli* 
gibn, and art a stranger to its duties and 
to its hopes, thou wilt be a burthen to thy 
friends and to thyself « ' Maladies will pre^ 
upon thee, which unassisted nature will 
be too feeble to bear. Memory will fail, 

£ ccles. XII. 



M 

ftfldibeligh); of reason become dim withia 
the$; \fhile^ to every once-iqtefe8t;ing, 
sjgbt and sQfiiid ia the ccention thy senses 
will grow rejgikrdless. The harbingers of 
dSftth will assail thee on every side^ allow- 
ing thee no recite or relief from pain : 
for^ as dquds^ which have just poured 
down their torrents^ again begin to lour 
and to drc»ch the earthy so the diseases^ 
which are ineidwt to thy frame, in con- 
stant succession^ will increase upon thee^ 
till thou be unfitted for the purposes of 
Itfei Then the keepers . of the house shall 
tremble; the* once^firiii columns, which 
sufllained. thy body, shall sink beneath the 
weight oif ye^rs ; thy teeth being no longer 
a,ble to masticate> thy food, because they 
are. useless or few, thy wonted nutrimeot 
shall fail. Thy sight, too, which once 
could descry &r«d]staht objectSi will not. 
then dilBcern even things that are nigh ; 
and . thine ear^ once delighted with the 
strains of ihusic^ will close against every 
sound. Though nothing once could 
daunt tbee^ and thy manly soul even courted 
scenes of danger, then wilt thou be afraid 

c % 
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of shadowy perils, lest that which is high - 
should fall upon thee, or lest that which 
is low should prove a snare to thj feet. 
Thus enfeebled, as the almond tree sbed9 
its white blossoms, the hoary hairs, tfarough 
length of days, will fall from thy head; and, 
as the bones of the grasshopper protrude? 
themselves to the sight,, so, tliy once comely 
frame shall then, reduced to leanness, be* 
come weak and widiout desire, and sink, 
by degrees, to thy long last home' — tbe 
Grave ; whither thy mourning friends will ^ 
follow thy remains along the streets. Then 
the silver cords, thy sinews and nerves, 
which held thy compacted frame together, 
being loosed, the golden bowl, which con- 
tained the treasures of the tliinking brain,, 
being broken, and the pitcher of the heart, 
whence flowed the vital current through 
all thy members, being shattered and use^ 
less — then, then shall the dust return to 
the earth, as it was; and the spirit shalt 
return unio God who gave it.'* 

But, that the dust, the corporeal part 
of man, shall not, after death, remnin in 
the earth for ever. He, that was dead and 
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,h alive for evermore^ has convinced ns, 
.by rising from the gr ave^ and ascending 
•into be^^ven^ in the same human body 
. which he had assumed. And, during the 
solemn interval between his death and re- 
surrection — to prove that the soul and 
body are distinct natures^'' he went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison, which 
aforetime had been disobedient." This 
is, unquestionably, one of those passages 
IB the Sacred Volume, ^^ in which are 
some things hard to be understood ;" and 
which, probably, never will thoroughly 
be understood, till that hour when the veil 
shall be withdrawn from before our men- 
tal yi^ion, and we see the adorable Re- 
deemer as be is, mighty to save all in every 
age who duly trust in and obey him. 

Two things, however, are clearly dedu- 
cible from this mysterious passage ; name- 
ly, not only are the spirits, therein spoken 
pf> represented as existent m a state of se- 
paration from their bodies ; but the spirit 
and body of the dead Redeemer were, at 
the tirile, separated also.. The latter, his 
crucified mangled body, lay lifeless in the 

c 3 • 
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sepulchre^ \«rbich was '^ sealed with a stotie, 
and guarded by a watch " of armed meD^ 
The former^ his beneficent spirits went on 
its gracious mission of salvation^ into re- 
gions of which we can form no conception^ 
and for a purpose^ which it were vain for 
the most learned to aittempt to fathom or 
comprehend. 

If any man niight presume to draw aside 
the veil^ and to penetrate into the mysteri- 
ous darkne^ of this subject^ a late ]|irelale> 
perhaps^ was privileged to do so : and nb 
one can read his elaborate discourse upon 
it^ without edification and <:omfort. The 
place to which Christ descended^ after his 
crucifixion^ that learned prelate affirms^ 
'*" was not the place of torment^ but Hell^ 
properly so called,— the invisible man- 
sion of departed spirits ; and that part of 
it, where the souls of the faithful, wh^ 
they are delivered from the burden of ihe 
flesh, are in joy and felicity. — ^' That he 
should go to this place,'' says the Bishop> 
^^ was a necessary branch of the general 
scheme and project of Redemption ; which 
required tiiat the Divine Word should 
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take 09r nlatftre; upon Hm, aa4 fulfil th^ 
tfUife coiiditiOB of bUmaiiHy^ ia every 
period and stige of lnaQ''s exisleppei frofii 
the cDaimesfemenn; of Mfy, ih tbe^B^otbpr'9 
i^omh,io^t e)(tii>ctloii Hefid tlie^ tenovfir 
tion of it; The ssme wonderful ^ob^^ t>f 
humilMttiaa^ :wfateh required tbat.tbe^ Ban 
should becbnfceited, abd )^Qth, add put. to 
^eaith'y \nadB it •equally Decessairy. that his 
sodl^ in ite -intermediate state, aboiild be 
gaitherM to Aieiouls of thedepartcd Mints* ' - 
In cootiEosioni uddis tlmittvincible defen»t 
der 6f the. Ctnristiah eanse, '^the fact/' as 
liere isriaC^dj^^ ^' & a clear eonfotaftioa i>f the 
dismal notion that dekdi is )i teofaporacy 
extinction of the life of the whole man ; 
or, what is no less gloomy and discourag- 
ing, the notion, of the ^leq):of the soul, in 
the interval between death and the resur- 
rection. Christ was made so truly man, 
ittat ^hateVei^ took plate in the human 
batute of CbrfsY, may be considered as it 
model :aitA ekani^ple of what mute ta%:e 
place, in a cetf alu due proportion and de*- 
gree, in every man united to him. Christ's 
soul surviVed the death of his bo^y i there* 
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fo^e shall the soul of every believer stir* 
vive the body's death. Christ's disem« 
bodied soul descended into hell : thither^ 
therefore^ shall the soul of every believer 
in Christ descend. In that place^ thctsoul 
of Christy in its separate state^ possessed 
atid exercised actiye powers: in the 8«n^ 
place^ therefore, shall the believer'^s soul 
possess and exercise activity. Christ's 
soul was not left in hell : neither shall the 
souls of his servants there be left^ but for 
a season. The appointed time will come, 
when the Redeemer shall set open the doors 
of their prison*house, and say to his re*^ 
deemed, ''Go forth!"* 
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SECTION V. 



When we turn from the Old Testament 
to the New^ on the subject of Death and 
Eternity^ '' the Sun of Righteousness " 
throws such cheering illumination over us, 

* See Bishop Horsley's XXth Sermon on the III ch. 
1 Peter, 18. 
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-that we maj saj^ '^Darkness is past; and 
ihe true Light now shineth." 

The first proof ( in addition to what has 
only been noticed in a cursory manner) 
that the soul dies not with the body, is the 
one afforded by Jesus Christy in the para- 
ble - of Dives and Lazarus.' Both these 
men are represented as dead : and yetj im- 
mediately after their dissolution^ we are 
• told^ that the spirit or immortal part of 
each of them, is in a state of vital percep- 
tion : the one is comforted, for the suffer- 
ings which he bore with exemplary faith 
and patience ; the other tormented, for his 
previous infidelity and hardness of heart 
Nay, absolute recognition and remini- 
scence are asserted*. Dives ifevQllects La- 
zarus, and solicits the boon of his kindness : 
and the Father of the faithful tells him to 
remember one cause of the vast difference 
then existing between their respective desti- 
nies. He, no doubt, well remembered it, 
together with his impious and improper 
conduct: for we find him actuated by 
such recollection, full of anxietji about 
the fate of his surviving brethren, '^ lest 
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ihey bIso condfetnto tliat place oftormetit/' 
If the spirits of the dead, therefore, fbrget 
tiot the living, tior past transactions, as in 
this instance ^as etidently the ca6e> tr'e 
miist helieve that the soul, immediatelj 
after the death of the body^ is not in & 
state of insensibility. Here, thdte lis evi- 
dence from Scripture, of two departed 
persons whose souls were in two very dif- 
ferent states indeed ! — ^the one in a state of 
happiness — the other in a state of mfsery : 
the one comforted — the other tormented. 

What Jesus 'Chridt here taught in para- 
' ble, he also plainly asserts as fact. How^ 
else are we to construe these words, where, 
speaking of his Almighty li'ather, he says, 
'^ He is the God of Abraham^ the God of 
Isaac, and thfe God of Jacob — not the God 
of the dead, but of the living ? *' The soul 
of Abraham, we have just seen, in the 
^ sparable, is reptesented as living ; ^ile 
lis body, as the Jews truly asserted, was 
^ead^ '^his sepulchre being with tfaetn 
unto the day ** when they made the asser- 
tion. The body of Moses also rs dead; 
yet the soul or i^irit of Moses, many htm- 



dr^ ye&rs after bis dissN>IdtiQED^ wte^seeii 
Mii'rfe, hy ISQnie of the disciples^ on the 
I Monnt^ eoaVennig with Jes\ss, wfaea ^' he 
wtts tk'aosfigured before thenv" in a man^ 
iier too glorious for us to codceive. . 

Jesus also, asserts it^as a &ct, in. hit 
dying agoitaies; What nther constrbctio'^ 
can we pot. B^pn these w6rds> addressed 
by him to ^he |iemtent maJefact'oi'^ wbii 
implored his gracious trfenembrince on the 
cross — '' T6-day sbalt Ihou fee with one 
in Paradise!" 

Were this the ott/^ ]kroof» adducibl^ 
from Scrtptore^ of the liife <>f the sotil af^ 
ter deaths it ought toij^Ncbnclnslve.; t It is 
indeed so );ilaiB as. not to require illuMcgr 
tion: yet is it corroborated v with such 
sound jiidgmdot bj^.tb'e excellent pr;elate 
already quotefd^ that the reid^r sbi^U not 
be deprived at thi gratiScAtion reaoltiiig 
ifrom a pei^uaal hf his f^rdship'd luBitinou/s 
and forcible obberratfonis. 

After ( demonstrating that, the pfac^ 
to which Jesas weid;^ Jmmedialely on 
dyings to preach to certain disembodied 
spirits^ is synonymous with that in which 
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he promised the repentant male&ctoi^ 
should that day be with him^ the Bishop 
observes thatj wherever, or whatever may 
be the place, ^' it was not heaven : for to 
heaven our Lord, at his death, ascended 
not, till after his resurrection ; as appears 
from his own words to Mary IVf agdalene^ 
He was not, therefore, in heaven on the 
day of the crucifixion ; and where he was 
not, the thief could not be with him. It 
was no place of torment ; for, to any 
such place, the name of Paradise never 
was applied. It could be no other than 
that region of repose and rest, where the 
souls of the righteous abide ip joyful hope 
of the consummation of their bliss/" * 

In precisely the same sense are we to 
understand St Paul, where he sajs, 
^' Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether it be by life or by death. For, to 
mCj to live is Christ, and to die is gain ; 
yet, what I shall chuse, I wot not ; hav^ 
fng a desire to depart and to be with 
Christ.*' is it likely that the apostle 

* Bishop Horslej's XXth Sermon, page 150. 
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Would feel a dei^ire to depart out of life> 
to a state of non-existence ? Nay, more— 
in such a state be could not '^ be witb 
Christ/' wbom he knew to hnre arisen 
from the dead, and to be possessed of 
^' all power^ both in heaven and in earth ; *' 
and therefore fully ^' able to keep what 
should be committed unto him, till the 
great and final day/' When Christ told 
the dying penitent that he should, on the 
day of his departure, be with him in para*^ 
dise, he evidently meant that his soul or 
spirit should bethere> not his bodj/ ; which> 
BO doubt, like that of the Redeemer, re- 
mained a mangled spectacle upon earth, 
till interment hid it from the sight of men. 
The imperishable part of the sufferer^ 
therefore, on its quitting the lifeless frame, 
went to paradise. It must not be forgot:^ 
ten, that St Paul was the only person ever 
permitted to form, from actual viaLon, u 
true idea of what paradise is; having 
been '^caught up'' to witness its un<- 
speakable! blessedness. For a state of 
blisssedn^ it must be, or he would not 
have feltA ^^ a desire to depart^" that he 
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mfgtit share l3ie fruittbn of it : and it must 
be of a nature indescribably awful and 
gloriouis^ or the apostle Wotild not haye 
declared that he therb fflw thing£(^ whibh 
it is not lawful' {i. e^ possible) for malk 
to utter; things, which no mortal ejre; 
save his own> tmthseen ; iko other hjiman 
ear hath;heard, neither ean it enttoiafe 
the heart of man to conceive. : 

The isame apostle^ encouraging tibe per>- 
secuted followers of bis. blessed Master to 
constancy in die faith, by the bope of the 
Cl^ospel, reminds them of ^' the Spirits of 
Just men made perfect^" to whose society 
they were^. in glorious anticipation^ united, 
But^ if there be no isudi spirits eatistihgi, 
the apostle was not thiis authorised to 
name them; which no humble chmtiaft 
will believe. 

Yet^ happy as this intermediate state 
undoubtedly is, that a full fruition of 
happiiiesB will not takfe place, till themul 
«nd body shall be reunited, at the general 
judgment, we may . reasonably infer, from 
the great importance of tiie dbotrine of die 
resiirtectioa. '• The eounsds :of Divide 



Providence, with respect to the great 
family of the human race/ will then, and 
not till then, be complete. The long- 
separafed constituent parts of man— hfs 
sotil and his body — then re-fashioned into 
a perfect being, like the smless person of 
the glorified Redeemer, to die no more, 
must be susceptible of a degree of fblicity, 
far surpassing any thing tihat could be 
enjoyed by the spirit alone, in its separate 
state — I tnean alone as divided from its 
kindred body. 

A conviction that the departed spirits of 
the just are now in the fruition of exqui- 
site felicity, is the most assuasive balm 
which can be aipplied to heal the wounds 
of the human heart, when lacerated by the 
bereavement of one whom it fondly loved. 
What does such a kindred heart, in its 
eloquent mournings^ at such a time, speak ? 
Recalling to tender recollection other simi- 
lar beloved objects, whose spirits had re- 
turned to the God who gave th^m, it says, 
^' this lamented portion of my nature is 
gone to bless and be blessed with their 
society ; to partake with them of felicity 
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unspeakable, ia that bappj region> where 
there is no more death, neither sorrdw, nor 
. crying ; where their re-united spirits will 
never more be divided, aqd where, when 
is ended mine own mortal pilgrimage, I 
may, through the mercy of my gracious 
Redeemer, be re-united to them for ever/' 
Who would not gladly cherish a belief, 
that, after a f€-union of the body with the 
soul, that, happiness will be augmented 
by the mysterious renewal of those ties, 
which, in this stage of existence, endear 
us to each other? And though, like 
our glorified bodies, such ties will be dif- 
ferently modified ; though in that better 
world, '' they neither marry, nor are given 
in mart iagcu but are as the angels of God \* 
yet, that christian kindred shall derive 
pleasure inexpressible from their meeting 
together hereafter, may be presumed, on 
the authorities of Scripture, already pro- 
duced. However the form and features 
may be changed — ^and that a marvellous 
transformation will be effected, we must 
imagine — however the resuscitated bodies 
of our friends and of ourselves may be fa- 
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shioned, it is more than probable that ft 
gracious God will endue both them and 
us with perceptions^ which will lead to an 
intuitive knowledge of each other; a 
knowledge^ fraught with indescribable 
rapture. 

But this consolatory Reflection is sus« 
ceptible* of still further proofs from the 
scriptural encouragonent that is afforded 
us^ ^'not to be ignorant'^ concerning the 
immortality of our deceased friends ; nor 
to sorrow for tibeir departure^ as if we had 
no hope. No hope of what ?— surely, of 
seeing them again ; whea f ' we shall live 
together/' in each oHmu's society, '^ wit& 
Christ :'' tbaf Christ, in whose faith our 
departed friends died, and whom the Scrip* 
ture, therefore, pronounces " blessed :'.' 
'^ Blessed are the dead, which die in the 
Lord from henceforth ;** thati», instantly, 
as the original word, ^aitipfri, should be 
translated. .'^ A voice from heaven'' was 
not necessary to give an assurance that, at 
some future time, their bodies would be 
blessed: such assurances had been fre- 
quently given before, and especially by 
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Jesus ChrUt to hts disciples : ^' Becairte 
I live^ ye ^ball live also/' In this the 
Redeemer speaks of vhat shall be h€r€* 
nfter: in <he former^ the biAoyed 4is'' 
eiple i9pealcs of "what is. He says the dead 
are blessed who die in the Lord ; . and he 
speaks af -a. viist maltitude Trbo had thus 
happily /Idejtoobed^ . ^' halving the 'Elernal 
ti'ather's Natee'wlritten in their foreheads ; '' 
ihdly -persons^ ^ho. :had mscniftcied ' their 
patience.. biy a istedfiut adharetice to -the 
bothmauaflKids ^<)Md> akid io the faidi 
bf Jesua.t* . - 

It Es.itf.iFast inpoptaiice that we notice 
in a fiarticidar iraaaner^ nme pUrt 6f the 
scriptucaVpaibagejuftt citdd ; itaitfelyvthat 
i^iii^ 'ibdilerpefiBonsar^^prbnikniced ^* \Aesi^ 
e^,** fmfke^diatdt/ on their ^kspkriait^.y^h^ 
Hit in tUe Lord;'' thht is^ in tUe gentine 
Tital firilh of the Lord Jefsus. Foe, ^eh 
it is noA that ^"^ tUeir wdrfcs do folHow 
them/' it ii not meant that such works 
Will prove any meritorious cattle of their 
salvation; but merely a pieasirig'^onM* 

• Rev. Xiy^ 
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^iienc4 of i1^ reade^g them peoutiMly 
capahie of ef^dj/iHg Ihe blo^sedbdss «f 
beaven» AU, e? en tiie most righleo«»> 
'^ come short of the glory of God;'' and 
no flesh could be justified in his sights 
should J udgijient be awbi^ed, untempered 
wilh Mercy. Yet that "mercy. vrill n<rt tn- 
tUscriminateli/ be so - tenpidred* . . It will 
not .'^Fejoiee. against jiidginieat^V wiien 
those peiiadtis stand ainraigiiedtattiie righte- 
ous htr^.^tbd^. QBSinctified by Gfarirtian 
faiths and a pious trust *in themerita.df 
4he Redfee&ter^ did ^nai "die in. the. JLbrd, 
Yet ai^ thein lisorksibUbw thein tM^^ 
iht sinful . woi^ of. dkirkiiksl^ .ivvbich ud- 
btfppily fitted thoafdrtheirel^ibn of dalik* 
mesSy the desfetasd ubode «Lf thevfofkdrs of 

iniquity* 

What 41 powerful hrgoment ddes this 
considerirtion fiiirnish in faVeinr bf a fak>fy 
life! How wretched a 4>af«er will fAi^y 
be found, at last> to have 'mad^,;^bOy for 
the sake of '^ enjoying the plei^ures of i^ 
for a seasoi^ ' * in tkh li{b> det^pise thd ordt^ 
tures of a tti^ciful God, do de^piie to the 
Spirit of Grace, mA of fdth, tfte savitii^ 
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(With of a crucified Red^emer^ make Ship** 

^irreck ! When death has sealed their 

doom^ what .will it profit the most pros^ 

peroiis^ the most successful sinners that 

.ever livedo to have gained all they wished 

for in the worlds when they have lost 

•4fadr own immortal souls? For^ as these 

•souls, instantly on quitting their polluted 

.i»odie8^ . shall go away into everlasting 

-puhisfameat ; so^ shall those of the rigfate- 

:tms immediafely be translated to life and 

happiness, etemah 

Hence may we be convinciedy that there 

-is abundant evideiice in Scripture^ that the 

-Muldies not witfi die body ; but, instaotty 

•a;£ter dissolution^ ieither passes into a state 

of blias^ .or is devoted to a state of misery. 

Such an inference is directly dedueible 

from the ease of Dives^ whom we have 

already traced through the paths of uo* 

ebaritableness and unbelief, to a pla!ce of 

torment ; and no less strongly fcom that of 

i Judas Iscariot; who by most attocioUs 

.^'transgresion fejil^. that he inigbt go to 

bis own place/' What that place is^ the 

BBisfH^ repjug&atti; horror muat befelt in de- 
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daring, as the apostle felt> vfh&a. he aaksd; 
^' if the righteous scarcely be saved^ where 
shall the ungodly and the sinndr appear r'- 
Here, though no placebe mentioned, ideas 
are raised concerning one, of the most tre- 
mendous nature: even a place^ where the 
worm of conscience dtetit not ; and where 
the fire of justly-incensed vengeance is not 
quenched! 

The moral uses of this doctrine, a doc- 
trine surely as awful and important as any 
thing that can interest a bumi^i . being, 
have, in some measure^ be^ip shown, as 
we proceeded in the s^leotin investigation. 
Nor is it a doctrine more . awful and^ im-* 
portant^ than replete witt^. grandeur and 
sublimity. Fpr,,\!irlpa1i ispf^ore grand, mpre 
sublimcj than th^ yiewof ^rnal ages re- * 
volving oyer myriads of io^mortal beings, 
inconceivably happy, or inconceivably 
miserable?— ;Truly, 'ui^er/su^h a view, 
may etbe a^ak^/iy^d ii^d ^ '^ ^rinjk: back, 
and startle at fl^struf^i^ V\ Truly may 
every aiqQquntaJblf orc;^ture, impressed with 
a conviction of the momentous difference 
there is between .righteousness and iniquity. 
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'' betweea him that seTveth God^ and him 
that aertetb hun not^^' exclaiitij with one 
who wished mare wisely than he actedy 
^^ let me die die death of the righteous ; 
ahd let my last end be like his T' 
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SECTION VI. 



Still deferring the subordinate illus« 
trations of reason^ confirmatory of this 
doctrine^ as well as the sentiments concern- 
ing it^ of those sages, who were deemed 
the oracles of reason in the brightest eras 
of the heathen worlds let us now, with the 
profoundest reverence, attempt to look 
through futurity to the time when, as the 
prophet speaks, '^'many of them that sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake; some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt;" *' The word manj) 
often denotes all; and might here have 



• Din. XIL 9. . 
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been so translated, as Jesus Christ asserts 
ia this passage^ ^' all that are ia tbe grav^ 
shall come ioith/' to wait their diSereal 
destiniefi, accordiag to th^ir wprks, whet 
ther they be good^ or whether. they he 
evil, 

A new qu^tiott> there£Moe> of course 
prises. If tbe 8qu1> immediately after 
deaths pa9s into a st^e of happineis of 
miseryj will the respective c^egr^^s oChap** 
pi&ess and of misery receive any augmenta^ 
tion after. the final j udgment? 

^n answer in the affirmative to thi$ 
question nnistj doubtless, be givfen; otber^ 
wise, if, with respect to . the state of the 
soul, when separated from the body, the 
degree of its hjEtppiuess or misery, be finally 
determined instismtly upon its. separation 
from its earthly partner, wliat will be, the 
issues of a day of judgment ? Nay, what 
necessity for such a day? — ^That.a day of 
final judgment will take place is declared 
in so full and circumstantial a maonec .by 
tbe Spirit of Truth, that not even, the 
wicked Can disbelieve it.: and of so much 
practical in^rtonce is this great doc^rine^ 
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that^ notwithstanding scriptural proofs of 
its reality have been incidentally adduced^ 
as vfe have proceeded in this inquiry^ it 
may not be improper to bring forward a 
somewhat more detailed citation of them. 
Not only does '^ he^ who is ordained of 

 

God'' to preside in Judgment on that 
day^ allude to it in many of his parables ; 
but he actually describes the awful man*- 
ner of proceedings and the momentous 
consequences of the day/both to the righte* 
ous and to the wicked. In his parables— 
The tares and. the wheat, — the latter pre- 

^ served with care^ and the former consumed 
by fire, — The net cast into the sea^ and 
drawn to shore full of different kinds of 
fishes ; the good gathered into vessels^ and 
the bad cast away or rejected^--^The Lord 
requiring an account from his servants of 
talents entrusted to them^ and of goods 
which they were not to abuse^ — The ten 
virgins^ — five received into bliss, and five 
excluded by their own wilful neglect^ 

^ sloth, and folly,—- The king who made a 
marriage for his son, — and the fate of him 
who presumed to appear as a guest, with- 
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out a wedding-garment. These, the Great 
Judg^e himself declares, significantly point 
to ^' th^ end of the \rorld ;" when he also 
declare!^ he will '^ come in his glorj, and 
all the holy angels with him ; when he 
vdll sit upon the throne of his glory, and 
when before hini will be gathered all na- 
tions; and be will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats ; when he will say to those 
*0n his right hand, 'Come, ye blessed of 
my Father ! inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you, from the foundation of the world ;' 
and to those on his left hand, * Depart ' 
from nae, ye cursed ! into everlasting tire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels/ *' 
And, lest in the fine picture, whence this 
short portion is taken, any should be led 
to suppose that the whole of Christianity 
consists in beneficence or good works, and 
that at the last day, faith or belief in 
christian doctrine will have no effect upon 
the eternal destiny of mankind, Jesus says, 
with an emphasis which ought to pene- 
trate every heart, '' This is the will of him 
that sent me, that every one who s(eeth the 
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son^ andbelieveth on him, may have ever 
lasting life^ and I will raise him up at the 
last day." * Again — " I am the Resurrec*^ 
tion and the life : he that believeth in tne^ 
though he were dead^ yet shall he live ; 
and whosoever liv^th and believeth in me, 
shall never die :" j: Or (as the latter words 
should be rendered ) shall not die for ever, 
ar everlasiinglt/ ; ov (^i^ aitoiavT/j *els rov iivova, ; 
plainly intinaating that, in a christian^ 
faith and good works should be united ; 
and that no person is reallf/ a christian, 
where tl^is is not the case. For, no Chris- 
tian can say of his character, what Christ,^ 
on the cross, said of his Mission, ^' It is 
finished,'' till that character be finally 
distinguished equally by stedfast faith and 
pure morals. Sucli an one alone will 
Christ commend at the last day, as '^ a 
good and faithful servant,'' and invite to 
*' enter into the joy of his Lord :" such 
an one alone, according to the prophet 
Malachi, will *' abide the day of Christ's 
comingi and stand when he appeareth ;'v 

♦JohnYI. 40, t John XL 22, 
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for/ after noticing the conduct of infidela 
and evil-doers^ the sadie prophet sa^s^ 
^' they that feared the Lord spake one to 
anothe?/' /. e. conferred frequently toge- 
ther^ not allowing the prosperous state^ 
and temporary escape of the wicked to 
shake their pious confidence : ^' and the 
Lord hearkened and heard them ; and a 
book of remembrance was written before 
him^ for them that feared the Lord^ and 
that thought upon his name; and they 
shall be mine^ saith the Lord of Hosts^ in 
that day^ when I make up my jewels. 
Then shall ye discern between the righte- 
ous and the wicked; between him that 
serveth Ood and him that seryeth him not. 
For^ behold \ the day cometh^ that shall 
burn as an oven ; and all that do wickedly 
sbdl be as stubble; and the day that 
Cometh shall burn them up ; but unto 
you^ that fear my name^ shall the Sun of 
Righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings.*' 

As^ in one part of this passage^ the 
wicked may infallibly know their wretched 
doom at the day of judgment^ so^ in the 

D 2 
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comcluflidn of it, as the bow of graee ap- 
peared in tbe clouds after the deluge^ We 
s^ «r gladdening assurance of salvation 
vx>uchsaff;d to th6 good* To such 'will 
tbe gracious Redeemer appear far more 
glorious than that heaVenly arch^ '^ when 
be shktll come in his own glory^ and in the 
glory of bis Father, with all his holy an- 
gels/' dispensing divine consolation to' bis 
people, healing the wounds of sorrow and 
of sin, and- making them glad with the 
joy of his countenance ; inviting them to 
share the blessedness provided for them 
from the foundation of the world. 

The ptopbet speaks of **' a book of re- 
membrance:'' and tbe beloved di&ciple, 
speaking . of the awful solemnities of tbe ^ 
same great day as having passed in gloria 
ous vision before himj says, '^ the' books* 
' were opened ; and the dead, both small 
and great, which stood before God, were 
judged out of those things wbich were 
writtlen in the books, according to their 
works.'.', 

The prophet Daniel says, ^^ Behold ! 
one like the Son of Man came with tbe 



77 

clouds of heaven:" and^ at the bar of 
Pilate^ Jesus sajs> /^ Hereafter sliall ye 
see the Son of Man^ sitting, at the right 
hand; of Po wer^ and comHig in the. clouds 
of Jbeaven/'- .The books or diTuie records; 
to which St. John alludes,. are evidenttjr 
of different kinds; one being expressly 
denominated '^ the hook of life ; *' the 
other^ therefore, may be presnmed.td con4 
tain the deeds of those.., who shall be 

doomed to death or destruction ; 

In the same chapter, are also containle^ 
those passages, which furnish grounds for 
belief, that previousli/ to the great Jimi 
Judgment^ there, will be a most glorious 
term of earthly happiness, called the 
Millenmom, on account of its continuii^g 
Vof the space of a thousand years.: during 
which hap|>y period, it is supposod, the 
faithful followers of Jesus will either be 
blessed with his actual presence, ojt with 
such visible manifestations of his grace, 
as exceed our present conceptions. .The 
words, upon which this grand expectation 
is founded, are these : '^ And I saw Thrones,: 

and the souls of Uiem that, were beheaded 

d3 
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( or slain ) for the ^vitness of Jesus^ and 
for tbe word of God : and thcj lived and 
reigned with Chri&t a thousand yearsi 
Bot the rest of the dead^ ( i. e. the wicked^ 
who had precluded themselveis from the 
Covenant of Grace)^ lived not again unr- 
til the thousand years were finished. This 
is the first resurrection — Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection \ 
on such the second death hath no power^'* 
( i. e. they shall not die a second time^ 
''hut shall be the priests of God and of 
Christy and shall reign with him a thoti-^ 
sand years/' 

Though^ in this passage> sduh only are 
mentioned^ as living and reigning with 
Christ during the glorious term thus speci- 
fied ; yet it being said^ '' the rest of the 
dead lived not again^ until the term was 
finished/' we may certainly infer that the 
todies, the former shrines of those souls^ 
will be re- animated^ in a glorified state^ as 
fit recipients of the pure spirits^ thus 
highly privileged : and^ if such an union 
take place^ the felicity of each^ both soul 
and body^ we may naturally conceive> will 
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be increased to a vast degree; but to 
what degree^ our finite capacities hinder 
ii8, at present^ from knowing. Nay^ that 
the bodies of the good will participate with 
the souls in this era of blessedness^ there 
Beems no doubts from the expression '' On 
«uch the second death hath no power;" 
evidentty meaning that^ having 4ied once^ 
and being raised again^ they are not to die 
a second time^ but will continue in a 
beatific life *' till the thousand years are 
finished/' Then will take place the se- 
cond or jinal resurrection and general 
judgment of all mankind ; or^ perhaps^ 
more scriptu rally speakings then will take 
place the resurrection of the wicked ; of 
those unhappy persons^ who had pre- 
cluded themselves^ by their unbelief^ or 
ungodly deeds^ from the garacious privi- 
leges of the Christian covenant. For^ we 
are assured by St. Paul, that '^ the dead 
in Christ shall rise first:" that is. at the 
commencement of the thousand happy 
years, before mentioned. It is solely to 
this exclusive resurrection of the just, that 
ihe same apostle refers, when, speaking of 
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the human body of a departed believer in 
Jesus Christy he says^ '\ it is sown in cor^ 
ruption ; it is raised in incorruption. It 
is sown in dishonour ; it is. raised in glory. 
It is sown in weakn^s; it is raised in 
power. It it sown & natural body ; it is 
raised a spiritual body*. For this corrup- 
tible shall put on incorruption^ and this 
mortal shall put on immortality/' 

To this ^' first resurrection" our Lord 
also seems to refer^ in his gracious promise 
of a future earthly heritage to those^ who 
resemble him in the most distingi^isbable 
feature of his character : ^^ Blessed are the 
meek* for they shall inherit the earth 2** 
it not being likely that such persons will 
gain possession of the earthy till *' all the 
kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christy* 
To the same glorious era the: Spirit of 
Prophecy seems to pointy in those memor** 
able words of Isaiah, where he speaks of 
the wildest natures being tamed, the 
fiercest passions subdued ;. when, neither 
instigated by malice^ . nor allured by ani^ 
bition^ men ^^ shall not burt nor destroy^ 
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nor learn war any more: for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord^ 
as the waters cover the sea/' * Perhaps 
not only moral evil will then cease^ but a 
nafur a/ melioration of animals^ of climates^ 
and of seasons^ will be witnessed and ex- 
perienced bj those^ who are so 'f blessed 
as to have part in that first resurrection." 
And this is one edifying consequence of 
believing it. Another advantage deriv- 
able from it will^ perhaps^ be an universal 
diffusion of Gospel Lights and Gospel 
Truths throughout the whole world. 
Lastly^ the improved felicities of that era^ 
compared with present blessings^ will pre- 
pare the good for those still higher and 
surpassing glories of the celestial state^ 
which after the great and final day^ God 
will bestow on them that love him. 

• Isaiah II. 11. 
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SECTION tn. 



In the preceding section was opened t<y 
the view of the Christian believer a scene 
of existence^ long, glorious, and happy. 
Yet such a scerie may be denominated 
only the dawn 6f a day that will never 
end; the first link iii a chain of being, 
that extends beyond the power of numbers;, 
and the reach of thought, even fo a state 
tmending and full of glory. 

For, though at the termination of the 
Millennium, or thousand years, it is sup-^ 
posed fhe general judgment will take 
place, yet is it also supposed that the 
bodies of the good, who have passed that 
happy term will '^ die no more; but be- 
come equal to the angels, being the chil- 
dren of God, and of the resurrection ;" of 
that privileged, blessed resurrection, con- 
cerning which we have been speaking. 

However exalted in faculty, by fresh 
accessions of intellectual vigour, and bow* 



ever habituated to tlie Wonderful displajn 
of OmDipotence^ duriog the milleniary 
period ; amazed spectators^ no doubts will 
be even these '^ children of God^ and of 
the first resurrection^'' when the tremen- 
dously grand transactions of the great and 
final day arise before them. 

Never> iti descanting on the terrors and 
glories' of Almighty Power, never is it 
more necessary to repress the ^' airy wing 
-of imagination/' than when contemplating 
the purposes and issues af that inconceiv- 
ably important day. Nay, in comparing 
its aw fulness and grandeur with every 
thing that we have seen, with eyery thing 
of which we have heard, or with any 
thing that we have ever experienced, in- 
adequate will be our conceptions of the 
great reality; We may have beheld stately 
and magnificent edifices in ruins:— the 
ruins of a demolished world will then be 
'seen! We may have witnessed the last 
struggles of a fellow-mortal, in the ago- 
nies of death — universal nature will then 
expire ! If we have not witnessed, we 
have heard of cities destroyed by. devour* 
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ing flaBQes — ^behold ! the whole habitable 
globe will then be consomed by jone ge* 
neral <ronflagFaj;ion. If» by the kindness 
of a meceifal God^ we have not mieeFaibiy 
felt^ we have fearfuJly heard of eai:th^ 
quakes ui divers places^ ingulpbing rivers 
and plains^ and the dwellings* of men :--^ 
lo I then will be felt the tremblings and 
convulsions of the whole world ! We 
have witnessed^ with delight^ the moon 
walking in brightness, and the sun shining 
in his strength ; the stars adorning the 
face of the firmament^ and the planetary 
orbs running their course rejoicing : alas I 
these will then fall from heaven^ be turned 
into darkness^ or become as blood ! : Such 
are the assurances in that book^ of whose 
awful truths '^ one jot or one tittle'* shall 
not fail to be accomplished : '^ Heaven 
and earth may pass away ; but the words 
of sacred truth shall not pass away/' Hear 
them — and let their impressioR on your 
hearts be indelible. '^Behold ! the Lord 
Cometh with ten tbcnisand of bis saints to 
execute judgment !"-^^'' Behold I hecom- 
eth vnth clouds^ and every eye shall see 
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him!" — '*'when the heavens being on 
fire, shall be dissolved^ and the elements 
melt with fervent heat; the earth also^ 
and the works that are therein, shall be 
burnt up/' Texts of this kind might be 
greatly multiplied ; but, as the following 
pre-figurative vision of St. John com* 
prises the whole, it will supersede the ne^ 
eessity of more eopious quotations. ^^ And 
I beheld, and lo ! there was a great earth* 
quake; and the sun became black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became 
as blood, and the stars of heaven fell i^on 
the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth her 
untimely figs, when shaken of a mighty 
wind, and the heavens depiarted as a scroll 
when it is rolled together, and every 
mountain and island were moved oUt of 
their places!"' Then, specifying the 
wicked among all ranks and desctiptidns 
of men, from unrighteous kiilgs in their 
palaces, to impious criminals in their dun- 
geon^ he speaks of them ad seeking to be 
" hid in dens^ and iH>cks of the mountains; 
and saying, fall on us, and hide us from 
the face of him that sitteth on the throne. 
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and from the wrath of the Lamb \ for the 
great day of his wrath isr come : and who 
shall be able to stand ?'' * 

On the other hand> the faithful fol*^ 
lowers of the Lamb are uniformly spoken 
of in Scripture^ as ^' loving his appear- 
ance ; as then lifting up their heads with 
joy ; knowing that their redemption draw- 
.^ eth l^igh." To particularize such pas- 
sageSj would only be quoting what every 
Christian is supposed to know with glad- 
ness. 

Bishop Hall, '' the English Seneca/* 
as Sir Henry Wotton aptly styled him, so 
admirably comprizes the respective views, 
both of the righteous and the wicked, on 
this subject, that the reader shall not be 
deprived of the pleasure of hearing him.— 
'^ Man, on his death-bed," says he, '' hath 
a double prospect, from which, in his life- 
time, the interposition of pleasures and 
miseries debarred him. The good man 
looks upward, and, with Stephen, sees 
heaven open, and the glorious angels 

* Rev. XVI, 18, et seq. 



81 



ready to carry up his soul. The wicked 
man looks downward^ and sees three ter- 
rible spectacles — Deaths Judgment^ Hell^ 
one beyond another ; and all to be passed 
through by his soul. I marvel not that 
the godly have been so cheerful in death ; 
that those torments, whose very sight hath 
overcome the beholders^ have seemed easy 
to them. I marvel not that a wicked man 
is so loth to hear of deaths so dejected 
when he feeleth sickness, and so desperate 
when he feeleth the pangs of death ; nor 
that every Balaam would fain die the 
death of the righteous. Henceforth, I 
will envy none but a good man : I will 
pity nothing so much, as the prosperity of 
the wicked. Earth is the wicked man's 
heaven : his hell is to come.'* * 

Bishop Bull goes farther than th6 views 
or prospects of good and bad men, on this 
subject ; even to absolute experience, both 
immediately after death, and after the 
general Resurrection. '* All good men,*' 
says he, '^ without exception, are, in the 

* Meditation xxxix. 
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whole interyal between their deaths' and 
resurrection^ as to their souls^ in a very 
happy eonditioir; but/ after the resurrec- 
tion^ they shall be yet more happy^ receiv- 
ing then their full reward^ their perfect 
consummation of bliss^ both in soul and 
body; the most ^perfect bliss they are 
capable ofj according to the divers de- 
grees of virtues, through the Grace of 
God on their endeavours^ attained by them 
in this life. On the other 8ide> all the 
wicked^ as soon as they die, are very miser- 
able as to their souls, and shall be far more 
miserable, both in soul and body, after the 
day of judgment, proportionably to the 
measure of sins committed by them here 
on earth/^* 

Bishop Pearson, on the isame subject 
says, ^' as the souls, at the hour of death, 
are really separated from the bodies, so 
the place, where they are in rest, or misery, 
is certainly distinct from the place in which 
they lived. They do not go together to 
th^ grave ;^ but, as the sepulchre is ap* 

* Sermons concerning the State of the Sotil, on its 
mmediate separation from the Body. p. 67* 
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pointed for our fleshy so there is another 
receptacle or habitation and mansion for 
oar spirits/' P 

Bishop SsTAiiRiDGE^ on the same snb'^ 
jee^ says^ *' It is an opinion generally re^ 
ceived^ that the souls of the saints^ after 
their departure out of the body^ are im» 
mediately by the holy angels conveyed 
into the highest heavens^ and are there ad'- 
mitted into the glorious presence of Ood^ 
and of his Son^ Jesus Christ ; and that 
they do there enjoy the same happiness 
and glory^ which they shall enjoy after 
the resurrection of the body^ the same not 

only in substance but in degree^ barely 
with this one difference — that their bodies 
are not yet partakers of this glory. But 
there is another opinion^ much more con- 
sonant^ I thinks to the Word of God : that 
the happiness of departed souls is^ in tbe 
degree of it, less perfect before than it 
shall be after the resurrection : that their 
happiness before the resurrection consists 
chiefly in this : that the faithful are, by 

^ Bxposition.of the Gree4« 
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deaths freed from all those cares^ troubles^ 
and dangers^ with which they are per- 
petually disturbed in this mortal life ; and 
tbat^ as soon as they, are released from 
their bodies^ they enjoy a perfect quiet 
and ease : in regard of which> those are 
pronounced '' blessed who die in the 
Lord,** because from " henceforth they 
rest from their labours/' This opinion, 
at the first view, seems to lean to that 
ntgcdive state of happiness, which is little 
better than a sleeping soul : * ^' but, " adds 

* A sleep of the sou), such as Luther supposed, 
and others after him have maintained, is, if possible, 
more absurd, than the position, maintained by some 
modern writers, of no soul at all. A spiritual be- 
ing, such as the soul is, cannot be subject to that 
lassitude or weariness which brings on the sleep of 
the body. It is ail activity; and, unless super- 
naturally laid asleep by the author of its being 
(which can hardly be supposed) will continue, ac- 
^oording to Calvin, awake throughout the whole night 
of death; and, it is reasonable to think, will exert 
all its powers and faculties with more freedom, and 
in greater perfection, than when it acted in con- 
junction with the body. 

The objects of the soul's knowledge, in Hades, 
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the amiable prelate^ '' those who thus die 
in. the Lord^ have now a nearer and dis* 
tineter View of that glorjj which is re- 
served for them till the last day; and the 

will be, partly, the circamstances of its new state of 
being. It will be perfectly sensible of the differ- 
ence between its past and present condition; and 
become as well acquainted with what passes in that 
world of spirits, as it was with the transactions of 
this world, during its union with the body. And 
we may reasonably suppose, that a new scene of 
things will afford as ampl^ materials for thought 
and reflection, as the present. It will fare with 
the soul, as it does with a traveller^ al his arrival 
in a foreign country. Every object thftt presents 
itself will engage its attention, its curiosity, and its 
examination. To which must be added, its recol- 
lection of things past, as far as the ideas it retains 
of the^ will permit ; and its prospect of futurity, or 
that everlasting state of being it will be placed in, 
upon its re-union with the body* A consideration, 
which suggests to us the state and condition of the 
departed soul, with respect to happiness or misery* 
In the first place, the souls of good men cannot 
but, immediatelv on their recess from the body, 
enjoy that pleasure and delight, which must natur- 
ally arise from the sense of their deliverance fro^i 
all the cares and anxieties, the miseries and dii- 
tresses, of this mortal life; together with their. se- 



OS 

lure and certain prospect of tbis^ doth add 
to their present joy and satisfaction. This 
stateof departed souls^ though it be much 
•nperior to that happiness^ which those 

Cfirity against all fatare attacks both of Datura! and 
moral evil. Like mariners, escaped to land from 
storms and tempests, they will look back to the 
troubled oceati of this • worldv and congratulate 
themsel?ea»n. their happy arrival in a port of tran- 
qoiUity. and safety. 

One eminent source of happiness to pious Souk 
in Hades^ will be, their presence with Christ. 
This is pointed out > by St. Paul, in these words : 
^* We are always confident, knowing, that whilst 
W9 9re $i home in tiie body, we are absent from the 
Lord. We ^ro ccmfideot, I say ^ and willing rattier 
to be absent from the body, and present with the 
Lord.'^ . 

I am sensible, this text may be aUeged as a 
proof of the soul's immediate translation to heaven, 
whither Christ is already ascended. But, that it 
respects the intermediate state of the soul between 
death and the resurrection, i& evident from hence, 
that the happiness of being present with Christ is 
represented as being enjoyed by the good during 
their absence from the body. Hence we mtist dis- 
tingniiih this presence of Christ with the souls of the 
good in Hades, irom that beatific vision, or sight 
and enjoyment of God and of Christ ki heaven; 
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joy^ doUi yet fall much short of that h\\is; 
which the same souls shall enjoy after the 
resurrection ; is as much inferior to it, as 

wbich will crown the felicity of the blessed, after 
their traoslation, in body and soul, in thai region of 
consummate glory and happiness. Ai^d we may 
conceire this source of previous happiness to con- 
sist in certain manifestations of the divine presence 
of the Redeemer, either constant or occasional; in- 
ferior, no doubt, in degree to that of his presence in 
heaven; but sufficient to iqspire the squls of the 
righteous with inconceivable joy and delights In 
neither of these kinds of happiness can the departed 
[^puls of the wicked have any share. For, caa they 
rfjoice in their banishment from a world, the tcene 
of all those sensual enjoyments, which constituted 
the supreme happiness of their lives ? or, rather 
must they not ardently wish, they could return into 
this world, not to repeat those enjoyments, but to 
lead quite different lives, and, by the practice of 
rpligion and virtue, flee from the wrath to come, 
ai^d work out their own salvation ? As to the mani- 
festation of tlie Redeemer's presence in their dreary 
abode ; so far must it be from affording them any 
comfort and delight, that it mus( fill them with 
shame and confusion, remorse and sorrow, fear and 
dread, at the thought of having so grievously 
t^ffended him, and c<mverted a merciful Saviour 
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hope is to actual possession/' This doc- 
trine seems consistent M^ith our churchy 
that '' the souls of the faithful^ after they 
are delivered from the burden of the fleshy 

into an avenging Judge. A consideration, which 
points out to us the principal sources, hoth of happi- 
ness to the righteous, and of misery to the wicked, 
in Hades. I mean the prospect tbcy will have 
hefore them (while in that intermediate state) of 
the judgment to come, and the Jinal state of retri-^ 
butiou. They will anticipate, in thought, the afj- 
proaching appearance of their heavenly Judge, the 
solemnities of the great day, and their respective 
sentences to life eternal, or everlasting punishment, 
l^his must bring into their view the joys of heaven 
and the pains of hell, the consummate happiness of 
the blessed in the kingdom prepared for them from 
the foundation of the world, and the dreadful 
misery of the cursed in everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. This anticipation of 
futurity, this prospect of heaven and of hell were 
alone sufficient to render the departed soul, in a 
very high degree, happy or miserable. For,^ we 
may reasonably suppose that the soul in Hades 
will have a clearer and more distinct conception of 
future rewards and ptmbhments than it had during 
its abode in the flesh. Heaven and hell, with their 
respective joys and horrors, will he nearer in view, 
and, consequently strike more forcibly on the 
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are in joy and felicity : and yet that such 
joy and felicity are not so full and com* 
plete^ but that there is still room, for us to 
pray God^ '' that he would accomplish 
the number of his electa and hasten his 
kingdom ; that all those that are departed 
in the true faith of bis holy name^ may 
have their perfect consummation and bliss^ 

imaginatioD. And what will add greatly to the 
effect, which this prospect will have on the mindi 
both of the righteous and the wicked^ is, that they 
will now be under no uncertainty as to their final 
doom. Their hope of reward, or fear of punish- 
ment will be determined. For the season of pro« 
bation being over, and the moral state of the soul 
become unalterable, it is impossible the righteous 
should forfeit their title through Christ to a blessed 
immortality, or the wicked should escapo the dam* 
nation of hell. And this is agreeable to the doc- 
trine of St. Paul, who assures us, that, at the day of 
judgment, our sentence to reward or punishment 
will be determined, not by any thing the unbodied 
spirit can do, but on the things already done in the 
body ; on the conduct of our lives daring our abode 
in this world."* 

* Broughton, 
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bodi in body and soul, in his eternal and 
eyerlasting glory." * 

Dr. Isaac Barrow^ on the same sub- 
ject» entertains the same opinion : '^ It is 
a most certain truths '^ says he^ *' that our 
Saviour's soul did immediately go into the 
place appointed to receive happy souls^ 
a&r their recession from the body."' 
Wherefore^ according to this eminent 
divme^ the place here mentioned must be 
the paradise spoken of by Christy ivhere 
he assured the dying penitent he should 
that day be with him : a place^ denomi- 
natfsd by the Greek word ^k.^^. Hades ; by 
the Hebrew yriW, Sheol ; by the Saxon 
Helle> Helle, — participle helled^ hid- 
dcfij covered, concealed ; denoting an in- 
visible place^ or concealed abode. On 
which account, we say^ in the Apostles' 
Creeds that the Spirit of Christ descended 
into Hell ; not the place of lost reprobated 
creiatures^ but the place of safety for se- 
parated souls. 

* Burial Service.— Bishop Smsdridge, in a Ser- 
mon on the intermediate state^ &c. 
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Dr. Whitby^ on the same subject^ saj9. 
According to the doctrine of all the an- 
cients^ the souls of pious men are assumed 
into the highest heavens^ or the immediate 
presence of God and of Christy instantly 
upon their departure hence: but^ in the 
mean time^ that is^ between death and 
judgment^ are in the place appointed 
for them^ *apa rdS Kv^tw, with the Lord ; 
t. €. with him in paradise ; where they en- 
joy the sight and conversation of their 
Saviour by way of vision. For Paul and 
the rest of the apostles, saith Polycarp^ 
are in the place appointed for them with 
the Lord. Not only in heaven, saith 
Ireneus^ but in paradise also^ our Saviour 
shall be seen^ as men are worthy to behold 
him. So^ likewise^ Pseudo Justin asserts^ 
that the souls of the jiist go to paradise, 
and there converse with Christ by vision/' 
These great orthodox authorities, in fa-» 
vour of the continued existence of the soul 
after deaths in a state of bliss^ though not 
of supreme bliss^ as they shew that the 
season of probation will then have ceased 
with the righteous; sq will it^ in like 

B 
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manner^ have ceased with the wicKedV 
Their respective states will then be unal- 
terable : for '' there is neither work^ nor 
device> nor knowledge in the grave^'** 
practicable by the body in that land where 
all things are forgotten. This conclusioa 
is in perfect accordance with St. PauU 
who assures us that^ at the day of judg- 
ment^ our destination to reward or punish- 
ment will not depend on any thing the 
unbodied spirit cau do^ but on what was 
previously done by us^ while in our dif- 
ferent spheres of action in this present 
v^orld. We have also seen^. that it is ac- 
cordant with the sublimely awful words^ 
of Jesus Christ : '^ the hour is comings in 
which all that are in the graves shall hear 
bis voice^. and shall come forth : they that 
have done good^ to the resurrection of 
life ; and they that have done evil^ to the 
resurrection of damnation!'' A text^ 
which the learned Paley says^ excels all 
the knowledge and learaing in the uni- 
verse ; a text, which we ought to carry 
about with us in our thoughts ; daily re- 
member J and daily reflect upon^ not only 
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at churchy not only at our devotions^ but 
in our business, our pleasures, in whatever 
we intend, plan, or execute. It teaches, 
beyond contradiction, that all does not end 
h^re ; that our happiness or our misery is 
not over at our death ; that a new state of 
tilings will begin with erery one of us; 
and the grand question to be asked isj, 
who are to be happy, and who will be 
miserable in that new state? This text 
satisfies us completely on that head. The 
issue of life and death is put upon our 
conduct. That is made the test we are ta 
be tried by. — 'God grant that, seriously 
pondering these solemn truths in our hearts, 
we m^y so faithfully serve him in this life, 
that we fail not finally to attain his hea- 
venly promises, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Lord ! 
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SECTION VIII, 



If the materialist's notion^ of a dea<f 
soul in a dead body^ be correct^ what are 
we to understand by these words of St. 
Paul — '^ For which cause we faint not : 
but, though our outward man perish^ yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day ;*' 
that is, the soul increases in vigour, after 
the body is mouldering in the grave; just 
as a prisoner feels himself more light and 
active, after he is freed from the weight 
of his chains. By the outward man, St. 
Paul evidently means the body ; and that, 
he says, will perish : by the inward man, 
he as evidently means the soul, the invisi- 
ble and better part of our nature ; which, 
so far from perishing, he says, is unsus- 
ceptible of natural corruption or decay ; 
deriving, as he affirms in the following 
verse, even fr5m the afflictions of the 
body, ^^ a far more exceeding and eternal 



isveight of glory/* — How well do these 
words of the apostle harmonize with the 
advice of his blessed master^ Jesus^ deli- 
vered at a time^ wheo^ to confess him^ and 
to suffer deaths were almost inevitably con- 
nected with each other — '' Fear not them 
v^hich kill the body^ but are not able to 
kill the soul : but rather fear Him which is 
' able -to destroy both soul and body in 
helL'"* If the soul be doomed^ as the 
materialist believes^ to a temporary state of 
non-exi$tence^ perishing with the body 
in the dust^ it surely is not immortal ; im- 
mortality implying life without cessation^ 
and without end: and^ with such aprio* 
ciple of Titality^ He^ in whom were hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge^ here .declares the soul to be gilFted : 
with whose declaration .the sentidaents of 
sages^ in the heathen worlds are in perfect 
agreement. These^ it is true^ prove no- 
thing in the present question^ except in 
that subordinate degree^ in which we pro* 
posed to place them. Yet^ as it cannot 
.but give pleasure to the humble believejn 

 Matt. X. 28. 
£ 3 
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In Gospel truth, to discern so striking an 
harmony between reason and revelation> 
let us consider the following classical au- 
thorities^ as eyidences of the general pre-^ 
valence of such a belief. 

Homer declares ^^ It is certain that 
man^ though dead^ continues to retain 
part of his former self; His immortal 
mind subsists^ independently of the body^ 
an aerial semblance^ or spiritual shade."* 

Seneca says^ ^^ What else canst thou 
call the soul;, except GPod^ dwelling in a 
human body ?"f 

Cicero says^ '^ I believe the immortal 
God to have infused souls into human 
bodies : nor can any one persuade me that 
those souls^ which live while they are itt 
mortal bodies^ die when they go out of 
them /' J Nay, still farther, much firther^ 

* 11. lib. XXIII. h 103. 

t Quid aliud voces hone, qaam Beum, in cor* 
pore humano hospitantem ? 

X Credo Deum immortalem sparsisse Animos in 
humana corpora. Mihi quidam nnnqnam persna- 
dere potuit, animos, dam in corporibns essent mot- 
talibusy yivere, cam extsseat exiis, emori. 
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'does this shining light of heathenism 
pierce^ \^ith the beams of truths the dark* 
Bess which surrounded him.: Declaring 
a firm conviction '^ that certain great de^ 
parted characters are still living the liCb 
alone w^H'thy of being called existence^ '^ 
he exclaims^ vi^ith an animation nobly suited 
to so grand a theme^ ^' O glorious day ! 
when^ quitting this troubled and. degene- 
rate scene of things, I ^hallgo to join the 
divine council and assembly of spirits ! ^' 
Who perceives not a resemblance between 
the style^f this Roman model of eloquence 
and that of the great Christian orator^ St 
*PkVh, where the latter Bay s^ in glowing 
HDticipatibn of a future union with the 
wise and- good in the realms of bliss, ^'ye 
are not come unto the mount that burned 
with fire, nor unto blackness, and dark'- 
nesa, and tempest ; but unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels; 
to the general assembly and church of the 
first-born, which are written in heaven^ 
and to .God the Judge of al]^ and to the 
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spirits of just men made perfect/** " It 
may be an error^*' again says Gicero> 
**■ which I embrace; but^ if I err in be- 
lieving the souls of men to be immortal^ 
I am pleased with my error ; nor will I 
suffer it to be extorted from me so long as 
I live/' 

That the mind of Socrates was en^ 
lightened and cheered by the same sublime 
convictions, the following, amoqg many 
other incidents, plainly prove. When ad-^ 
vised, before his trialy to* adopt every 
means in his power to preserve his life> fot 
the sake of his friends and children; he 
'said, ^' As for my children, the God wha 
gave them, will take care of them : and 
,as for my friends, I shall, in the other 
world, find the like, or perhaps better> 
while those I here leave, will soon follow 
me/* After his condemnation, the lan» 
guage he addressed to his judges, shewed 
that he expected his soul would pass, im- 
mediately after death, to another 3tate of 
being. 

* Heb. XII. 
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A similar expectation^ 'we know^ was 
entertained by Plato^ whose sentiments* 
oil the immortality of the soul^ have beea 
finely expressed in our language by An 
excellent writer of our own country** 

From these learned luminaries in the 
pagan worlds we may be taught to know 
what are the natural deductions of reasoni 
and their testimony has been here adduced 
to demonstrate how great was> in the most 
capacious minds^ the accordance of human 
reason with divine revelation ; comparecl, 
however, with whose '^ greater light/* to 
rule .the day of grace, the former were 
only as '' lesser lights, to govern the night*' 
viof heathenism, 

' * It xaxisi be so : Plata thou reasoa'st weK : 
Else, whence this pleasing hope — this fond desire — 
This longing after immortality 1 
Or whence this secret dread and inward horror 
Of falling into nought? Why shrinks the soul 
*Back on herself, and startles at destroctionJ 
'Tis the divinity that stirs within us, 
Tis Heav'n itself, that points out an hereafter^ 
.And intimates eternity to .man.'' 

Addison's Cato. 
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These great ethnic authorities^ which 
might easily be multiplied, have here been 
placed before the eye of the materialist^ 
because eyerj one who thinks with him, 
'generally professes a high veneration for 
what are called ^' the unsophisticated de- 
ductions of reason/' As an avowed dis- 
ciple of reason, therefore, after he has duly 
reflected on these authorities, can he con- 
sistently prefer, to the strong convictions 
of such mighty minds, the crude, absurd^ 
and atheistic reveries of an Epicurus, or a 
Lucretius ? If he do, it is certain that^ 
with them and their herd of sensual fol- 
lowers, he may find very suitable com- 
panions in the bible. The Saduceaii sect, 
'^^ who say, there is no resurrection, neither 
aiigel^ nor spirit,^^ have already been no- 
ticed : and, if he turn to the book of Wis- 
dom, he will see a class of mortals theri^ 
described, wonderfully resembling them^ 
and the admirers and followers of the 
systems promulgated by the above men- 
tioned visionary theorists. ^*The ungodly 
said (reasoning with themselves, but not 
aright) our life is short and tedious ; and 
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in the death of a man there is no remedy:; 
neither was there any man known to have 
returned from the grave. For we are bom 
at all adventure; and we shall be hese* 
after^ as though we had never been : fo? 
the breath in our nostrils is as smoke^ and 
a little spark in the moving of our heart;; 
which being extinguished, our body shall 
-be turned into ashes^ and our spirit vanish 
as the soft air; and our names shall be 
forgotten in time^ and no man shall have 
our works in remembrance, and our life 
shall pass away, as the trace of a cloudy 
and shall be dispersed as a mist that is 
driven away with the beams of the sun^ 
and overcome with the heat thereof. ;For 
our time is a very shadow, that passeth 
away; and^ after our end, there is no re- 
turning; for it is fast sealed, so that no 
man cometh again. Come on, therefore^ 
let us enjoy the good things that are pre- 
sent! Let us fill ourselves* with costljr 
wine and ointments ; and let no flower of 
the spring pass by us ! Let us crown ouf^ 
selves with rose-buds before they be 
withered ! Let none of us go without his 
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part of voluptuousness ; for this is ouir 
portion^ and our lot is this.'^ 

Such was^ and such is the creed of ifld- 
piety and licentiousness^ of those trho are 
lovers of worldly pleasure more than lovers 
of God. Did the picture end here^ not 
only its resemblance to the votaries of the 
isystem just alluded to^ but the pernicious 
effects of materialism^ which it also e^*- 
poses^ would be hideously evident. But 
it does not end here : Behold> in continn*- 
^tfon, the practical results of that creed; 
— ^the baneful fruits of principles thus 
atheistic. Hear these supposed soul-less 
disciples of sin thus daringly declare their 
purposed misdoings : " Let us oppress the 
poor righteous man : let us not spare the . 
widow, nor reverence the ancient grey 
*hairs of the aged." — ^How, alas! have 
these infidel declarations been realized in 
this our day ! but, thanks to a gracious 
Providence ! not realized in-this our land.. 
In a neighbouring country, when the 
theory of materialism was reduced to prac- 
tice, when order was subverted, and anar^ 
thy, like a whirlwind,raged without con- 
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Irol ; 'whea law was derided^ and crime 
stalked fearlessly abroad ; when religioii 
was abolished^ and atheism established by 
a national decree ; when the moral actions 
oF men were deemed of no moment^ and 
death declared to be an eternal sleep^— - 
then was the horrible p^icture before us 
exemplified in many living likenesses ! 
Likenesses^ true in every discriminating 
feature to the very end of the chapter. 
In that chapiter^ every one who refers4;o it 
will find both the injurers and the injured 
depicted in so forcible a manner^ as al«- 
most to make him regard this sacred com* 
position in the Hght of a prophesy^* point- 
ing to fulfilment in these latter days; 
which (whatever may be the improvement 
with which they are distinguished in the 
department of human science) have not^ 
we are sorry to say; been marked with any 
peculiar admiration of religious truthii 
For^ without indulging a querulous pro- 
pensity concerning the present times^ who 

* Read from Terse 10, '>«f the 2iid chapter, to 
vverse 6 of the 3rd chapter. 
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will deny that they are perilous^ not 
merely on account of violent changes 
and revolutions occurring in the king- 
doms of nien^ but also with respect to 
that disregard of the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness^ which so exten* 
sively prevails^ and which^ nevertheless^ 
must cease to prevail, before any. peo- 
ple can become either truly happy, or 
intrinsically great. 

May not a considerable portion of 
that baneful disregard be attributed to 
a persuasion of the unimportance of the 
soul; some imagining that no such prin- 
ciple of vitality is inherent in them ; and 
others supposing that, if it be, it will, on 
their dissolution, share the fate of their 
body, through an inde^nite, perhaps an 
eternal period of duration? 

I will close this division of my subject, 
by short quotations from two writers, one 
of nearly our own times, the other who 
flourished almost two centuries ago. 
The benevolent Jonas Hanway says, 
*^ You see that I have a body ; and 
you are well assured that I have a mind. 
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You see my mind in my actions^ as yoii 
see God in his works. God is a Spirit : 
you cannot see him: my mind is spi- 
ritual^ you cannot see it God is em- 
phatically said to be '^ the God of the 
living, not of the dead;" clearly imply- 
ing, that those who are are gone in mil* 
lions before us, are yet alive in hiin» 
I am convinced beyond all doubt, that 
when my soul shall leave my body, it will 
be alive somehow and somewhere, in a 
state of happiness, or in a state of 
misery. My conscience tells me thcgre 
is so vast a difference between virtue 
and vice, as these relate to me who am 
a rational creature, accountable to God, 
that my soul cannot he destroyed by 
death. How, much better is it to cherish 
such reflections, than to mourn over the 
sad remains of mortality ! The more I 
think of these glorious truths, the miore 
joyful my heart is. I appear to myself 
surrounded by a heavenly guard . I feel 
as if my soul, already loosed from its 
earthly shackles, v^ete smiling oter my 
grave I'- 



3112 

The excellent Pelltham, in his Re- 
solves, after stating the vague opinions of 
Democrftus, Diogenes, Varro, Epicurus, 
and other heathen theorists, concerning 
the nature of the soul, says, ''its consci- 
ousness shews the character of a God 
stampt in it ; and the apprehension of eter» 
nity, by which it is distinguished, proves 
it to be a shoot of everlastingness. For, 
though I doubt whether I maybe of their 
Opinion, who utterly lake away all rea- 
son from beasts; yet, I verily believe 
these things (/. e. conscience, a divine 
character, and apprehensions of eternity) 
were instincted in them. Man hath these 
things in grant only; whereby the soul 
doth seem immortal ; and, by this seeming, 
is proved to be so indeed : else seeming 
would be better than certainty, and false- 
hood better than truth. Therefore they 
which say the soul is not immortal, yet 
that Uis good men should think it so 
thereby to be awed from vice, and incited 
to vfftue; even by that argument, argue 
against themselves. They that believe 
it not, let them do as philosophers wish> 
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those to do, that deny fire to be hot, be- 
cause they see not the means which 
make it so ! let them be cast into it, and 
then hear if they will deny. So, let them 
that deny the immortality of the soul, be 
immerged in the horrors of a ruined 
conscience > then let them say what they 
believe. 'Tis certain man hath a soul ; 
and as certain that it is immortal. But 
what and how it is, in the perfect nature 
and substance of it, I confess my human 
reason could never inform me. And 
why should I strive to know that which 
now I cannot know ? Can a man dissect 
an atom ? Can he grasp a flame^ or hold 
and seize on lightnings? I am sure I 
have a soul, and am commanded to keep 
it from sin. O God! let me do that; 
and I know thou art not such an enemy 
to ignorance in man, but that thou art 
better pleased with his admiration of thy 
secrets, than his search of them/' 



I 
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SECTION IX. 



A firm conviction of the soul's immor- 
tality^ and^ of course^ of its continued 
existence after deaths in a state of im- 
mediate and* indescribable happiness or 
misery^ is a doctrine^ surely^ that must 
act upon every mind which admits it^ as 
" a powerful restraint from vice^ and as a 
strong incentive to virtue. For does 
not an immediate prospect of reward 
stimulate to great and noble actions? 
Does not the view of immediate punish- 
ment appal the vicious? Remove the 
reward of the one^ and the punishment 
of the other^ to an inculculable distance^ 
and the glowing energies of virtue will 
cool; the awakened apprehensions of 
vice will subside. Doom the soul to 
sleep or insensibility^ at the moment of 
deaths and an idea will be formed in the 
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miad^ that such sleep or insensibility 
will not only be extended to ^nindefinite 
length ; but probably to one that is in* 
finite and and unending. No thief would 
steals if he were sure immediately to suf** 
fer for it. However he may expect^ 
sometime or other^ to be detected and 
puiiished for his offences^ he hopes the 
time is distant » and that^ for the present> 
he is safe. 

In the same way, the punishments of a 
future state are dreadful^ chiefly^ as they 
are expected to be immediate, to com-* 
mence instantaneously as human life has 
closed. A qtiiet sleep in the graTe, for 
a few hundred^ or a few thousand years^ 
would render the horrors of h^llj like 
remote fears of temporal punishmenli 
less terrific in apprehension| leaving 
but a weak barrier between the hardened; 
conscience of an abandoned sinner and 
his fancied good^ but a slender and in^ 
efficient stay to the wavering obedience 
of the dissolute and thoughtless. II 
they who, from the inherent corruptioBi 
of their nature^ are too much disposed tQ 
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''add sin to sin/' be induced, by the 
materialist's arguments, to expect no 
punishment for their crimes till the day 
of judgment, that day they will consider 
as lying at so remote, so immeasureable 
and uncertain a period, as to be much 
less an object of dread, than if penalty 
'' lay at the door;'* than if '' tribulation 
and anguish," which are denounced 
'' against every soul of man that doeth 
evil," were to visit the soul, with all their 
tremendous terrors, immediately on its 
departure out of this life into the world 
unknown. 

The restraints from sin will, moreover; 
be greatly weakened by a persuasion^ 
evidently growing out of the materialist'}^ 
creed, that, what is termed remorse of 
conscience, certainly a spiritual feeling, 
may be nothing more than a supersti* 
tious notion^ because forsooth, spiritual 
feeling cannot proceed from organized 
matter. Wherefore, to use the words of 
an intelligent writer, '' whoever is so 
unhappy as to work himself into a con- 
ii^iction that his soul is no more than. & 
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sabtile vapour^ which, in deaths is to be 
breathed out into the air^ to mix con* 
fusedly with its kindred element^ and 
there to perish^ would do well to con- 
ceal his horrid belief^ with more secresy 
than the Druids concealed their mys- 
teries. In doing^ otherwise^ he only 
brings disgrace on himself: for the no- 
tion of religion is so deeply impressed 
on our minds^ that the bold champions^ 
who would fain destroy it, are considered^ 
by the generality of mankind^ as public 
pests^ spreading disorder and mortality 
wherever they appear. In our feelings, 
we discover the delusions of a cheating 
philosophy; which can never introduce 
a religion more pure than the Christian 
Veligion^ nor confer a more glorious 
privilege on man than an immortal 
soul/' * Indeed, it is difficult to say 
whether the Materialist or the Antino- 
mian be the greater foe to rectitude of 
conduct and purity of life. If the one 
^^ continue in sin/' from an impioua 

 Tracts by the Rev. Arthm* O'Leary 
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pre&umptioh '^ that grace will more 
abound'' in the pardon of it; the other 
opens the flood-agates of iniquity and 
crime^ by reducing the apprehended 
danger of Divine punishment. 

But not only has the baneful error 
which we oppose^ this fatal tendency ; it 
degrades the dignity of human nature^ 
far below the state of degradation ixt 
which it is involved by Adam's fall^ and 
occasions unnecessary pain to the breast 
of the mourner^ already^ perhaps^ too. 
much resigned to sorrow on the loss of 
friends* 

To witness the melancholy wreck and 
change which death produces in the no- 
ble frame of man ; to see the exquisite- 
work of the Most High^ so visible ia 
female beauty^ turned to a pallid mass 
of corruption ; to view the cheeky once 
rivalling the rose; the bosom^ once 
white and pure as *^ the mountain snow," 
converted into food for worms. This is 
humbling and painful enough to surviv- 
ing mortals, without inflicting a need- 
less additional pang, by endeavouring to 
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persuade them that the Jewel which was 
once enshrined in the once lovely casket^ 
that the invisible^ the spiritual inmate of 
whatwai| so noble and so ikir^ has under- 
gone a change no less revolting. In vain 
will abettors of this cheerless persuasion 
tell the afflicted mourner '^ that death is 
but a sleep^ in which both soul and body 
are merely in a quiescent state till the 
day of resurrection; and that^ though 
that sleep be prolonged throughout the 
revolutions of a million of years, yet 
when broken by the archangel's trump^ 
it will seem to have been but for a mo- 
ment/** Were it to last on^e year, or 
one hour, it would be a degradation of 
our species : as, what lies worthless and 
insensate during avvy space of time, is of 
inferior value to what is susceptible, 
during the same term, of inconceivable 
bliss. 

Lastly, viewed even in its^ most venial 
light, the error which we oppose is fraught 
with danger to the sublime and salutary 

• Priesdey, &e. 
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doctrine of Immortality^ by raising is 
doubt^ at least, that what becomes dead 
for a time, may be dead for ever. If 
man, — the whole of man die like the 
brute ; may not some be misled to be- 
lieve that^ Kke th^ brute, his entire na-^ 
ture dissolves away into total annihila- 
tion? 

l^hat such a tenet should find willing 
receivers is surprising; that it should 
find advocates and admirers, is much 
more so : especially if we trace them. to 
the first promulgators and patrons of this 
cheerless and baneful persuasion. 

To such visionary theorists as Lucre- 
tius, the disciple of a master who, though 
more gross in his notions, was not more 
absurd in his conjectures, are themodem 
advocates of materialism chiefly indebt-* 
ed for their arguments, after having 
passed through the Alembics of Vol- 
taire^ D'Alembert, Priestley^ and such 
other philosophists. They pretend to 
stop very far short, indeed, of the Ho- 
man poet's fanciful conclusions; but, in 
effect, there is little difference between 
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them. Thai infidel (an infidel^ because 
he had not opportunity of knowing bet- 
ter) that archetype of our modern servile 
copyists^ imagining the universe to have 
been formed out of a multitudinous con- 
course of atoms^ (of what kind^ he has 
not condescended to inform us) gives it 
a tutelary or presiding god^ equally re- 
gardless of human concerns aqd of hur 
man actions : a god^ who 

n 

*-* Jie'er smiles atgood, nor frovims at wicked deeds;" 

making no distinction between vice and 
virtue; whose consequences^ of course^ 
are the same^ or rather there are no con- 
sequences of either. That his motive, 
and that of modern materialists, for such 
an oblivious creed, are the same also, 
charity — the '^ charity that thinketh no 
evil," would make us unwilling to sup- 
pose. In one feature of character, how- 
ever, we shall find a close resemblance ; 
namely, a love of singularity ; a wish to 
be thought '^ wise above what is writ- 
ten.'" As if to walk in the same path, 
to pursue the plain highway of religious 
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truth, with the generality of their fellofr* 
traTellers through this Yale of tears, to a 
better country^ were ignoble and inconsis^ 
tent with the dignity of philosophy and the 
pride of scimce; notwithstanding hcn^st^ 
unsophisticated reason pronounces ^Itai^ 
way .the safest land the best. Why, then, 
do they not walk therein ? Because it is 
so plain, that every way<*faring man may 
find it! No singularity^no celebrity, is 
to be found that \Vay. Difler in opinion 
from the multitude; and '^ the multitude 
of fools" will admire. 

Accordingly, LuCROTitJs, like these his 
sapient disciples, hi the soft compVaCetfcy 
of his delectable system says, 

" Tjs sweet to crop fresh flow'rs, and get a crown^ 
For new and rare inventions. 

An faonoorable crown truly! thatis to be 
' worn as the meed for eridedvoiirin'g to 
prove, that man'havirig no nhmorfAl soul, 
dies like the beast that perishes ! 

The modern materialists may s4y, '^No : 
I believe the soul and body of man wiH 
rise again, will be re-aniiiiat*d at the last 
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daj, out. of the dust where 'thej »leep, and 
enter^ together^ the state of felicity they 
have merited.** Merited ? Man can me- 
rit nothing. Whatever a God of mercy 
may please to bestow is of grace^ a free 
gHt^'-^not for man's desecrtogs^ but for 
His, whoidkd' and rose again.* 

This important tenet of Christianity^ 
however^ not forming a part of ouripre^ 
fient argument^ most no sooner be touched 
upon than left. Yet^ as every modern 
materialist denies the great corner«-stone 
doctrine of theGospel**-*Chtist's atonement^ 
it would have been wrong to have allowed 
even an ineiddntal word to pass^ without, 
showing the union of the two errors-r- 
materialism and self-rightedusness. 

However he may protest against the 
connexion^ the materialist must admit into 
kindred or partnership with him those vi- 
sionaries, who supposed the aoul to consist 
of an ateemblage of atomt^ fortuitously 
brought together, or combining some sub- 
tile properties^ which, after the extinction 

* See a Refutation of Deism/ ptibllshed by If essrs. 
Simpkin and Marsball. 

F S 
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of one body, where it abode for awhile, 
passed instantaneously into another, 

** Roaming from fa^av*!! to earUi, from earth to 
heav'n," 

alternately swaying the sceptre of author 
rity, in the hands of a monarch ; and 
then punished for its sins of oppression 
while on a throne, by feeling the hard- 
ships of a beast of burden ! Nay, mira- 
. bile dictu ! passing from a mighty bunr- 
ter, into a fox or a hare, to be pursued 
and worried by his own hounds T-^Bot 
endless are the childish aberrations of a 
.vain philosophy : and, though to such 
absurd notions the modern materialists are 
not addicted ; yet, with what panoply are 
tliese '^ disputers of the world"' armed 
against the fears of death ? '' Either,*' 
say they . '"^ the soul dies with the body, or 
it survives it.*' Wonderful sagacity ! " If 
it die with the body, it cannot suffer/' 
Superlative discovery ! " If it survive it, 
it will be happy." Gratifying intelligence 
for guilt! — This may be modern philoso- 
phy, but it is very like anciept nonsense. 
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How much nearer the truth was an ho- 
nest Pagan, who^ on account of the pure 

conceptions which he formed concerning 

_ • 

God and Eternity, has been designated by 
the epithet Divine ! Looking with an im-^ 
partial eye on all the ad?antages and dis- 
a*dvantages of the present scene of things^ 
and darting a really philosophic glance 
towards the scenes of eternity, the almost 
Christian Plato says, ^' the good and evil 
things of this life are nothing, as to num- 
ber and greatntesfi^ compared with the re«- 
wards of virtue, and the punishments of 
vice; which await men after death :'* • re- 
wards and punishments, to which the Great 
Founder of Christianity plainly alludes, at 
the close of his own unequalled descrip- 
tioa of the last day ; when, he says, '' thes& 
(the wicked ) shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment; but the righteous into 
lite eternal." 

* Plicedon^ she de Anima. 



V ^ 



m 



SECTION X. 



That the soul survives die body^ Mre 
have seen to be a fact admitted by re^soD^ 
shiniqg io ininds^ most highly distinguish- 
ed for the possession of that faculty^ and 
extensively (confirmed by retelMion, We 
have seen J moreover^ that revelation autho* 
rizQs the good to expect^ what reason- 
(.however refined and pure) could' only 
hope for^ — ^namely^ progressive attain*^ 
ments in degrees of happtne^ after death : 
firsts immediately, on the soul's emanci- 
pation from its earthly prison ; when^ in 
the paradise or place of rest for departed 
spirits (whatever that be) it will enjoy 
greater happiness than we can at present 
conceive^ though not consummate happi- 
ness ; and that it will continue in such en- 
joyment^ till a more blessed era shall ar- 
rive^ predicted to last a thousand years. 
Its happiness will then be increased, by 
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^ re-union with the body : that body, 
which, hadparticipated'in its pleasures: and. 
in iH careft, during the present probation- 
ary, life : that body^ which/having in pious 
trusty been ^^ committed.unto Christ/' who 
redeemed, it^ willj after rising in bope^ 
through the. power of his resurrection^ be 
exalted to newness oflife^ — purified^ we 
may presume^ not only from all the defile^ 
ments of the grare^ but from every speck 
of former corruption^ and suited, by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, for tlie beatific 
presence of the Redeemer. 

At the termination of that millenary 
period, and the sublimely grand proceed- 
ings of Divine judgment upon all man- 
kind being over, a state still more blessed 
will coilimence : indeed one so transcen- 
disntly blessed, that ^' eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the human heart to conceive" any thing 
comparable to its exquisite glory and per- 
fection. '* God having prepared it for 
them that love him/* none can deprive 
them of it: it will be their blessed heri- 
tage for ever and ever. 
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As^ in the two antecedent states^ the 
sours felicity will be progressive^ increas- 
ing like a river in its course towards the 
ocean ; so we may presume^ when it ha9 
attained even its celestial destination^ — 
'^ the prize of its high calling in Christ 
Jesus^'^ — that even then^ throughout eter^ 
nity^ it vnll continue to increase in blessed- 
ness^ with all the fulness of God ; rising^ 
in the greatness of divine strength, from 
perfection to perfection, from glory to 
glory, from jay to joy, in a manner of 
which the most pure and fervid mind can^ 
now form no idea. 

This alone must be called the state o^ 
consummate> of supreme, of transcendent . 
bliss. As to conceive it is impossible, ta 
describe it must be equally so : for ^^ who 
can paint a ^un-beam to perfection ?*' That 
the body of a real Christian will, be a 
sharer with the soul in this blissful state, 
we are taught to believe from the ascc^i-^ 
sion of Christ in a human body, as an 
ernest or significant Type ; and from his 
language, in these words : '' Father, I will 
that they, whom thou hast given ^e, be 
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\vith flie where I am ; that they may be* 
hold ray glory/' Yet Saint Paul says* 
^^ flesh aud blood cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God ; neither can corraptipH 
inherit incorruption/. Truie — ^but he slUo 
says^ ^' that which was ^owa a natural 
body, will be raised a spiritual body:'* 
evidently meaning, that whatever corrup- 
tion might attach to ^^ flesh and blood/' 
would be left in the grave. And though 
'' it 4oth not yet appear what we shall 
be;'* yet we are told, that, ^' as we have 
borne the image of the earthly Adam, we 
shall also bear the image of the heaveqly 
Adam, Jesus Christ:''' nay, that ''we 
fihall be like him, and see him as he is : 
that he will i^hange our vile body into a 
resemblance i>f his glorious body, accord- 
ing to the mighty working, whereby he is 
able to subdue all things unto himself."* 
Therefore, without doubt, we may con- 
clude, that as, '' when he had overcome 
the sharpness of death, he opened the king- 
dom of Heaven to all believers;" so, 

'* Banal senrice. 
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when our bodied^ raked from the pit of 
corruption^ '^ shall be fashioned like unto 
his glorious^ body/' they shall ascend after 
bitn to^ that kingdom of glory. — Indeed 
these words of his Apostle will bear no 
other construction ; words, which are de- 
clared to have been spoken by divine au« 
thority, by^xpress command of '^the Lord 
Jesus '/' ^' I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep^ that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope : for, if ye be- 
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so, them also which sleep in Jesus^ will 
God bring with him." 

It cannot be doubted, therefore, that 
Christian relatives and friends, who have 
maintained their faith and obeyed God's 
commandments in this life, will, in that 
which is to come, be restored to each 
others'* affectionate and endearing inter- 
course, with natures and capacities exiqui- 
sitely sublimed, as St. Paul here teaches; 
and elsewhere likewise, wben' he speaks of 
the blessed and glorious communion of 
j ust men made perfect ; the j ust and> good 
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of all agefi and of all countries. '^ Doubt- 
less,*' say Dr. Watts, '^ there is a way 
which God, the CreatorSpirit, has ordain- 
edj whereby created spirits, which ase so* 
cial beings, shall maintain society and 
friendly conununion, when they are in their 
native state, separate from liieir material 
engines."* — ''There," says ^^efaop 
Green, '' we shall meet with- many of 
our righteous acquaintance and friends, 
who died in the fear of God, for whom 
we shed many a tear^ and whose loss was 
so grievous to usv All those good parsons^ 
whom we loved, and whose company was 
so dear to us while they livedo shall then 
again be restored to us, or rather we to 
them ; and ^ restored, as never to be se- 
parated any more/' — '' Worcesters* good 
Bishop/' Hough, in the funeral sermon 
of a deceased lady, says, *' she waited her 
final call> and watched for it, not only 
with resignation, but with pleasure. Her 
heart was fixed upon those joys that are 
substantial and unchangeable. She knew 

* Philosophical Essays, p. 179. 
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she should leave mortality behiDd her i 
that death svould be swallowed up iu vic- 
tory ; that she should not be held a mo- 
ment under the dominion of it ; and that 
the Sun of Righteousness would imme- 
diately rise upon her/' In a letter to .ano- 
ther lady, on the death of her son^ he says^ 
'^ We think doubtfully of some that are 
gone^ and uncomfortably of others ! buti 
of the goo4 and virtuous^ we can have 
only pleasing reflections. Faith, when 
lively and active^ opens the regions of 
eternal bliss, and discovers those^ ,who 
have been bright examples in this wdrld> 
in so glorious a state there, as animated 
hope^ abates regret for their absence, and 
invigorates our endeavours to follow them. 
Who can conceive the transports of joy 
that will attend such a meeting ? and how 
insignificant will the former short separa- 
tion appear ! The variable and transitory 
state, in which we now live^ will soon pass 
over ; when we and our friends shall find 
ourselves together againj inseparable, and 
unalterably happy for evermore/' * 

* Wilmot's L^> &c. of BisliOp Bough. 
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Most true it is^ that evei'y individual, 
who stroDgly engages our affection, has 
some endearing characteristic distinction, 
which gives it an appropriated place in 
the heart : and, whenever such individual 
is removed, the vacant recess i^emains un- 
liiled, as if sacred to the memory of the 
departed gu6st. Thus is it wisely or- 
dained that, while our present companions 
assist us to pursue our journey with cheer-^ 
fulness and alacrity, the tender regret for 
those whom we have lost, extends our 
wishes and our hopes to the end of it; 
]^iving a delightful prospect and anticipa- 
tion of our arrival at that universal home> 
where the imperfect system of human 
happiness will be rendered complete, by 
the re assembling of all those, who have 
shared our trials, and animated our vir- 
tues, through different stages of our mor- 
tal passage. Such a pleasing anticipation 
becon^es more and more lively, as we ap- 
proach nearer to that period, when we 
shlll be purified from all mixture of 
human frailty^ and exalted to our highest 
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perfection in Hh presence who is bound- 
less love. 

This progressive advcuioemeat of the soul 
towards celestial blessedness^ while en* 
shrined in a mortal body^ evinces the dis- 
similarity of its nature to the firail taber- 
nacle of clay that is mouldering down. 
And in no other sense can we regard the 
beautiful assertion of Solomon, where, 
contemplating man as a pious pilgrim 
ji^urneying from earth to heayen, he says, 
^^ the path of the just is as the shining 
light, that sbineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.*' That is, as the sun, which 
nothing can impede in its course, acquires, 
from its first rising, additional splendor, 
til) it attain its meridian; so does the sub- 
liii^e hope of immortality, which animates 
the breast of a just person, glow with ad- 
ditional fervour in his progress towards 
eternity, till what was hope becomes, en* 
joyment. Neither^ in heaven, will this 
divine advancement cease ; but, under the 
benignancy of that Being, whose happi- 

* See Correspondence of Mrs. Carter and Miss 
Talbot 
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ness consists in dispensing happiness^ it 
\«^ill go on from perfection to perfection ; 
where kindred spirits^ ho doubt^ will share 
the fulness of joy in His presence for evcr- 
onore. 

'* I do think/* says Archdeacon Paley, 
^' that it is agreeable to the dictates of 
reason to believe^ that the same great God, 
who brings men to life again, will bring 
those together whom death has separated/' 
And this learned man very properly an- 
nexes to this soothing persuasion the fol* 
lowing instructive inference : *' Do we 
seek, do we covet earnestly to be restored 
to the society of those^ who were once near 
and dear to us, and who are gone before ? 
Be assured, it is only by leading godly 
lives, that we can hope to have this wi«h 
accomplished. Do we prefer^ to all de^^ 
lights^ to all pleasures in the world, the 
satisfaction of meeting again, in happiness 
and peace, those whose presence, while 
they were amongst us, made up the com- 
fort and enjoyment of our lives ? It must 
be by relinquishing our sins, by parting 
with our criminal delights and guilty pur- 



136 



diiits^ that we c^n ever expect to attain to 
this satisfaction. If we go on in our sins^ 
we are not to expect a joyful meeting with 
our friends^ and relatives^ and dear con^ 
nections. If we turn away from our sins^ 
and take up religion in earnest^ we mat/. 
Religion disarms even death : Itdisarmd 
it of that which h its bitterness^ and its 
sting) the power of dividing those who 
were dear to (me another/' 

If with such persons^ it was pleasant to 
'' take sWeet counsel " in virtuous, social 
intercourse upon earth, how transporting 
must it be, to have our conversation re* 
newed with them in heaven ! Perhaps we 
were the meanis, in God's hands, of guid- 
ing them on their way to glory ; or, per- 
haps they taught us that knowledge of 
God and of Jesus Christ, which led to 
immortal bliss : and, when their days of 
parental usefulness were passed, we, per- 
haps, supported their reverend heads in 
the season of age and sickness, and closed 
their eyes in peace. Our meeting each 
other, therefore, in a state of blessedness, 
and our mutually reflecting on the. means 
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of its attainment^ must be ecstacy^ greatei* 
than^ at present^ can possibly be conceived . 
ecstacy^ worthy of a gracious God to im- 
part^ and of saints and angels to enjoy ! 



SECTION XL 



As contemplations; such as those in 
Vvhich we have indulged^ are of a nature 
too congenial .with the human heart to 
weary attention i and as they tntist etcite 
an interest proportionate to the degree in 
which they have been entertained by the 
wise and good in all ages^ it has been one 
main object of this inquiry to bring for* 
ward the distinguished witnesses^ whose 
sentiments on the important subject^ have 
been submitted to the consideration of the 
. reader ; a subject^ which cannot but have 
a salutary and soothing effect both on^our 
lives^ and on our death : inducing us so to 
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adorn, the former with: whatsoever islove- 
\y a^d'of goqd riepoct> as, to fit us for a. 
better, state of existence ; and shedding^ 
over the dark, solemnitj that ^ii^ill attend 
the latter^ an almost celestial radiance^ 
well calculated^ not only to dissipate every 
appalling gloom^ but so to cheer the part-* 
ing spirit of an expiring mortal^ as to 
make him feel a holy impatience to put on 
immortality. 

We have seen, in the analogies of nature, 
and the conclusions of reason^ numerous 
aiid satitfaotory grounds for hope, thai the 
whole of 'man pei^iahes: not m death ; aqd 
we havo heand;^ from an author'ity fat 
wpejrioQ to nature and- to reason,, positive 
assurances^ that whai constitutes:our daily 
pleasune on e«rth^ namely^ the eHdeacing 
society of our virtuous fellow-cceaturesj 
will: be continued to iis in heaven. Proofs 
of this having been afibcdedj sufficient^ it 
is presumed^ to satisfy the most scrupulous 
raiod^ our reflections shall be closed by 
an humble attempt to shew^ tbat^. wbile 
travelling here^ a pilgrim through a val- 
ley of tears^ man is neither unconneted 
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with nor unsympatbized by a bigber order 
of beings^ by whom bis conduct and his 
welfare may be more influenced^ than> iii 
9f\\ probability^ is generally imagined. 

That such is really the case the follow- 
ing text of Scripture seems plainly to 
prove: ^' Are they not all ministering 
spiritSj sent forth to minirter for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation :'' * from which/ 
text^, without lUiridging the. sccipturaL 
doctrine of preventing grace and^eltvenng^ 
mer<cy ; or limiting, in idea^ the Omnigo- 
tence of Jehovah, weare taught to believe 
tiiat the blessed <pirits> hens spoken ofj.acev 
frequently about our path' to shield us. 
f^m danger, or to k^pi us' £rom ^in. 
They are made the me^s or ministers of 
grace to us for these salutary ends; They 
are links, strong, though invisible, ia the. 
mysterious chain of Providencei which 
bind and sustain, in wonderful order, the 
intelligent parts of God's creation. They 
are even mentioned, in scripture, as beings 
whom we may behold and converse, with, 

* Heb, I. 14, 
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And yet be ignorant of their errand and of 
their nature. St. Paul^ to incite us io 
hospitality and kindness to the wandering 
and forlorn^ sajs^ ^' Be not forgetful to 
entertain strangers ; for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares;" that is, 
without knowing it. In the patriarchal 
days^ ^^ When God himself^ and angels 
walked with man/' this was frequently 
the case. Witness the instance of Abra-^ 
HAM '^ in the plains of Mamre^" and that 
of LoT^ in the city of Sodom : neither of 
whom supposed their guests to be more 
than mortal^ till after the rites of hospi- 
tality had been exercised towards them. 
Neither did Manoah^ at firsts know his 
heavenly guest ; as we learn from the fol* 
lowing passage in the book of Judges : 
^^ And Manoah said unto him^ I pray thee 
let us detain thee until we shall have made 
ready a kid for thee. And the angel of 
the Lord said unto Manoah^ though thou 
detain me^ I will not eat of thy bread ; and 
if thou wilt offer a burnt offerings thou 
must offer it unto the Lord. For Manoah 
knew not that he was an angel of the 
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Lo7*d. So Manoali took a kid^ with a 
meat offerings and offered it upon a rock 
unto the Lord : and the angel did wonder- 
ously ; and Manoah and his wife looked 
on. For it came to pass^ when the flame 
went up toward heaven^ from off the al- 
tar^ that the angel of the Lord ascended 
in the flame; and Manoah and his wife 
looked on it^ and then fell on their faces 
to the ground." 

The celestial visitants, in these intances. 
were commissioned messengers to impart 
good to those who thus kindly entertained 
them. How far the blessings imparted 
might be consequential of that kindness^ 
it is not for us to determine^ The cir- 
cumstances prove the truth of the apostle's 
assertion^ that angels are ^' ministering 
spirits^ sent forth to minister for them who 
are heirs of salvation." * 

Many pious persons have believed that 
this gratefulofiSce is alao assigned, by a 
gracious God^ to the spirits of our de- 
parted relatives and friends^ between whom 

• Heb, 1. 14. 
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and us tbe tenderest love once existed. 
Whether it be so or not^ the idea is a most 
eonsoUng oiie^ and very congenial with 
out* best affections. And though around 
•such a subject^ clouds and darktiess are 
(iast trith an awful sublimity^ yet the idea 
may be entertained and even cherished 
with. perfect innocence. It may^ indeed^ 
be made an incelitive to virtue^ a restraint 
from vice. For, superadded to the con- 
viction that God ^' spyeth out all our 
ways/* who, that most tenderly loved one 
whom death hath snatched away, would 
not feel a pleasing emotion in doing ought 
which should delight the conscious spirit 
of that beloved departed friend, whom be 
believes to be privy to the deed ? Who 
would not feel a restraining motive to 
keep him from the commission of any act 
that should grieve such a spiritual witness, 
still affectionately interested in our welfare, 
though invested with angelic purity ? This 
is addressed to the h^art, rather than to 
the understanding. The tendency of llie 
subject will, it is to be hoped, authorize 
the entertainment of such contemplations ; 
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since it famishes an incitement to Tirtuous 
conduct> and 'somewhat of a restraii^ing 
power from every thing that k immoral 
and base. It also tends to inspire hope 
and resignation in the time of'trouble^ df 
sickness^ and of sorrow^ by the idea the^t 
the cottsciotis spirit of some departed^ 
once-^valued 'friend may^ ilt those trying 
seasons^ ^be solicitously wAtdhingover us, 
if not tenderly sympathizing with us : and 
it certainly is fraught with comfort in the 
hour of deaths by inspiring something like 
a convi<ition, that we are then going to re- 
join the society of that beloved spirit in 
the mansions of Bliss* May We not, more- 
over, presume ihat, by a gracidus God, 
this tender protecting care, on ihe part of 
aur departed relative sand friends, is or- 
dained to constitute a present ingredient 
of their heavenly joy ? For joy must be 
felt by therti in being promoters of good 
to those whom, having once loved, tfeey 
will love for ever; joy unuttetuble, ^n 
witnessing our conversion from a sinful to 
a holy life ! Of this we are assured by 
•Fesiis Christ himself, ^^ there is joy in 
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the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth/' — If angels^ then, 
in general, rejoice at such an event, what 
must a kindred angel feel, — ^the glorified 
spirit of a parent, of a husband, of a wife, 
of a brother, of a sister, of a child, on 
seeing one, that was dead in trespasses and 
sins, restored to spiritual life ; one, that 
was lost in the mazes of darkness and 
error, regain those paths of religion, which 
alone are pleasantness and peace ! 

That guardian angels are really assigned 
by the Almighty to his faithful servants, 
we are warranted to affirm from Holy 
Writ. When Abraham was sending his 
3on on a long journey, he said to him, 
^' The Lord, before whom I walk, will 
send his angel with thee, and prosper thy 
way." When Lot would otherwise have 
perished in the destruction of Sodom, by 
not making sufficient speed to escape the 
coniing judgment, two angels laid hold on 
him, and hurried him out of the city. 
When the three holy youths were cast into 
the fiery furnace by order of Nebuchadr 
pezzar, an angel appeared with thenij an4 
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preserved their bodies unhuxt in the midst 
of the flames. When Daniel was cast 
into a den of lions^ the famished monsters 
did him no injury: and the cause of the 
miracle he thus assigns himself:—" The 
Lord hath sent his angel to shut the lions' 
mouths^ that they have not hurt me/' 
When St. Pbter lay in prison^ daily look- 
ing to be brought forth to execution^ "the 
Lord sient an angel and delivered him out 
of the hand of Herod^ and from the san- 
guinary expectations of the people of the 
Jews/' Many other instances^ of a simi- 
lar kind^ might be adduced^ illustrative of 
the strong authority^ in tbebook of Psalms^ 
where David says, " the angel of the 
Lord eneampeth round about them that 
fear him, and delivereth them/' 

By some of the wisest of men also, in 
later days, has the same pleasing idea been 
cherished and entertained. To mention 
only one — the sublime author of Paradise 
Lost, says, 

" God will deign 
To visit oft the dwellings of just men, 
And tttither send his winged messengers 

G 
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Oaeuandsof hip grace.  '<'.',,■•. 
Millions of spiri^al creatures wjalk the earth 
iTnseeD, hoth when we wake ^and when we 
sleep* .' 

,'- f^ojust objection to this soothing doc* 
Uine can arise from theackiKiwl^dgecl truths 
that Grod, being every where present, ican 
easily take care of q$ hitnself, M^ithont ithe 
assistance of angels : for so he could, have 
destroyed the Assyrian army, withoitt an 4|n- 
gel, by the breath of his iqouth . God can 
do all things by his own immediati^ act, 
without difficulty ; for, his power is ev^ry 
where alike. But, as be is pleased, in many 
pases, to make use of <5reated human agepts 
in accomplishing his will ; ^o he may em- 
ploy di'fiine ones,: for rea,son8 at present 
utterly unknown to qs, and for, which w0 
8hall> doubtless, praise him hereafter. 



Imperceptibly drawn, by a pleasing sub- 
ject, into somewhat of a digression, I re- 
turn to the great argument before us, im- 
pressedjwith holy awe at its grandeur, and 



m 

0ot without U;£ei^iitg'of ^ufta)ij^§ now t<^ 

ieay^ it ; being ^pqsil^Qti^ tb^t ofiicb more 

yet. reimaina to b^ja^yaiKed on.^.unpor» 

tafot ft tteflpe ; a ikem^, lik^. that, of sa|v;4f 

tidn; concerning wbicb we may say ''I 

know mo, wd tbereof." : Nor sJiaU we 

know, it, tOl tbe woi^iio^.sou) inter tbat 

state, where we, fubaJI know such sublime 

truths, even as ^Iso we are known. , If tbe 

angels themselves desire to look intothem^ 

how gratifying will it be to the children 

of mortality, then to be made acquainted 

with such mysteries of godliness ! toknow^ 

for instance, why /^God was manifest in 

the flesh, "^ and why, in that body which 

heassmned, he became a sacrifice for sin ; 

to see the. self-devoted Paschal Victim, 

the. great vicarious High Priest himself; 

4o '' look on Him who was pierced " for 

the transgressions of a whole world ; to 

behold that head, which was once, in cruel 

mockery, encompassied with lacerating 

thorns, '^ adorned with many crowns ;" 

to see all the kings of the earth casting 

their ensigns of sovereignty at his feet, as 

''the only wise Potentate — the King of 

o 2 
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king^^ and Lord of loMs;'^ to vi€\r a 
great 'multitude which no man can num- 
ber^ surrounding his throne ^' high and 
lifted up^'- and taheartbeir voices; like 
tKd TOice of many vfAtets, and like the 
voice of mighty . thunderings/ sayings 
Ailelujah ! salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the - throne; and unto the 
Lamb^ for ever and ever !'* : 



CONCLUSION. 

Reader \ if a perusal of these pages 
shall have kindled within thee but one 
edifying or consolatory thought^ praise Him 
for it, who is tbe giver of every thing that 
is good. Then, haply, by His Grace, the 
smallest beginnings of earthly piety, tnay, 
to thy unspeakable blessedness, terminate 
in heavenly Allelujfths with Saints and 
Angels, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen, Amen. ^ » \ 



APPENDIX. 



It being so strenuously asserted by 
Materiali^s that^ after the dissolution of 
the bodji the soul remai]^ in a state of 
temporary annihilation^ during the inter- 
nal between de^th and. the, day of judge- 
ment—- some additional argum^ts to those 
already adduced against such a cheerless 
^cUine^ will here be subjoined from in 
telligent . writers^ whose view of the sub- 
ject may still further. demonstrate on what 
visionary ground is reared an hypothesiSj 
so up&upported by reason or analogy^ and 
SO; repugnant to revelation. . . 

In. a work^ intituled ^' An Essay on the 
Identity and Resurrection of the Human 
Body/'.&c: jby Mr, Samuel Drew, there 
are some passages, so excellent in them- 
selves, and so apposite to the subject in 

G 3 
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^hicli we are engaged^ that I shall take 
the liberty of transcribing^ or^ more cor- 
rectly speaking, of abridging them^ for the 
edification of the reader. 

^' Whatever difficulties seeni to clog the 
doctrine of the Resurrection^ they are 
neither greater in themselves, nor more in 
number, than nature exhibits in almost all 
her vrorks. It ii true, ihat tb^ ton^tknt 
repetition of a vronder, invariably tend^ to 
lessen our astoni^ment ; and we contidue 
to gaze, till we behold With the tiidst per- 
fect indifference, .the most ai^tonisliftfg 

events, as the common occurrences of ouF 

• »• • 

present state. 

• • .. . • 

■•"^ The power and process of vegetationi 
which are Constantly exhibited liefofe oinr 
eyes, include secrets whicK we cannot tin-'' 
ravel; arid, wherii viewed with ah af teh-^^ 
tive observation, disicover 'mysteries, wHidf 
are far more unaccountable t)ikn any whicV 
are contained in the beli^!^ that' our bdaies 
shall be re-animated in some future period, 
afler the great recess of nature in the^kVe 
shall 'have' passed, and be totally 'dotii 
away. 
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. ** If we coD£oe our obseryatioiis^ on the- 
analogy between yegetatioo ^nd the re9ur- 
rection^ to yegetatioo in ita most aiofiple 
state ; and only presume that one grain , 
sha11> through its corruption^ produce 
anotib^ similar to itself^ we must at least 
acknowledge^ io this case^ that the diffi- 
culties will be equal ; and we can no more 

aecoutii;for.thf}09?x th^n w^ f^f^p .cooppre-; 
hetid the (^'^v^ . But when^ to this simple 
state of vegetation^ which yv^e . have sup-r 
posedj we ^ddtbat pQ^CTtof multiplica*; 
tion which it possea^y, and which yr% 
conslttatly pCjTceive* \n the production and 
re^ro4«lCtiQP of gr^io^ the difficiirties 
which i^ptof^Ql^ us are mo^t,deci()edly on 
the* part pC ^egetafion ; while the doctrine 
of the f^urre<;tip;n rtan4s^ comparatively^ 
iniembar^aa^^d ,with^ any. obstacles which, 
can forbid beliff. ; .. \> 

'* irthe power: ^ndr prpsesa of vegetar 
tion were only jknown in th^orf^ and if 
that theory .ha4 aiS^tted^ that pne grain of 
wheat vfu;<apabll9. of: producing a0o(h?r 
new grain by. fte difsahitioin of it's . com- 
ponent pfirts ; ijf jthiji^ . I vlj^, h^ been ^s- 
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sierted in theory only, M^ithouC liny corres- 
pondent fact to verify the declaration; the 
assertion would, even in - that case, have 
had greater improbabilities to overcome, 
than the doctrine of the resurrection has 
now. For, as nothing of a similar nature 
would have preceded it, in point of fact 
and timC) even the possibility of realizing 
such a theory would be rendered doubtful^ 
and scepticism might have smiled at the 
idle vision, with the same Sadducean 
sneer, that it now bestows upon the notion 
of a resurrection of the dead. ' 

'' But, if i tbW early peHod which l^e 
have supposed, the asserters of future ve- 
getation, proceeding further in their specu- 
lations, had declared, that, by some in- 
comprehensible, but prolific power exist- 
ing in nature, one grain of wheat would 
actually produce sixty, or one hundred . 
grains, of equal magnitude add beauty 
with itself, and this too, through a pro- 
cess which threatened the inevitable de- 
struction of all ; I cannot doubt but scefiti- 
cal men; forming their calculations from 
mere possibility, would have ei^ploded such 
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a declaration^ as something too romantic 
and visionary to occupy a rational miiid. 
For^ as. the certainty of vegetation could 
not> in this case, have been redlixed' by 
fact^ which is the most infallible demon- 
stration of theory^ there could have been 
no foundation^ on which the mind. could 
rest^ to form its calculations on the possi* 
bitity of such an issue; a foundation^ 
which^ as in this case of l^e resurrection^ 
all nature annually supplies by analogy. 

'^ If .human, nature were immortal m 
it's present state^ no change . of essence 
would be suspected by the most sceptical 
of the human- race. The nominal leisence 
would have insured to us the propriety of 
that which is real^ through all those pos- 
sible changes which human nature^: thus, 
circumstanced,, could undeiigo. , Why, 
then, should we, in the present condition 
of man, pause at the :grave;? .Why should 
we distrust. the power which is : infinite, 
the goodoesa whi«h is illimitible, or.tke 
justice which is immutabk ^ - The power 
which.gdi7/3ibeiftg, caA undoubtedly con- 
tinue it, undeir aU possible changes evea 
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indtidiogde&tib iii tlie oattlo(giie;;eiilieif rii^ 
this woirld^ '6r anotb^j tiiotigIi:His modes' 
6f action retimm fbtaHjjr udknowfa. 

'^^ TUd.tGod MH coiitinuo'oar existeiloe: 
may hb inferr M ' frem hid nttrifaiiites ,tod 
Qatiire. - - 'His Jurticb demandi^ it : 'land 
tteitberriris'Goddiiess nor his M^cry can 
witU^okf nvfaat JtiMice deinlinds. Delin-^ 
qttenc j cani^ot be aiiiered to go vnponisbed.' 
WJierediere is ;&' capacity for moral ajetion; 
there must, bd a cafndty .focpanisfataMnta 
afldlrtiwardfll oTbusr, the^morai; nature of 
ouff "leiBsfeace and' •f < our. Actix)n6^ Mxndiif ^ 
ia dlo8e»c<lmi0cti6n ^th JFustke. 'insures m 
day ef retribution ; Vhetfaer '.we (ihavd r de 
Bare hot any ^eye^ to die essence and itom'^ 
petmded riatureofiman. And, asadayi0f 
cetributroii> is nnecessar ily founded > upoa 
justice^ justrccfHden^siidB thi^'^ume snbr^^ 
st<incey:.Ai mnsf re^sekceiudduihe s^aan'ei 
i^ttg. Mtoy'tactsoQs^Hiidtber mattenaor 
spirit could ^form >itt ^ ^eparatei state r 
and^ :if ^bese'Qiiciioaisy wbicb tbos^'iiesult 
fcom ft ^isbtbpdtmded^ UKture^ iare « capable^ 
of 8U9UU»Hlgntt.imMal i^kitibn^ they-cdnr 
neither bei rewarded >9oi'-pQniiiied ia any^ 
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r Mturdj th^ti tbitifi ^ich>^^^Mr^ftf 
pwfotBff^d. Tfcfe tinion of • fioD^rttftwi^;^ 
therefbre/ih a^JoH/demiifid^the imiol) o^ 
Pwo natures: iQ k sbite &f refrilmtiim, Atid' 
we derive (rom this source tbef niodritidil'^ 
bitable^eridebces of a re8Ar^ectibb of the 
body. ' 

• ^'Hiat tbere are many such actioiis as* 
webave supposed^ will becoiiie eVidfeiit by- 
adverting^tb ftttt.^ A ^lari of deliberate- 
mdrder^ wbea carried ibto' eidecutibn^ iS' 
plaibly an acti^b wbicb^nclud^ both oiibd' 
flin^body; whil^/attheiaine^tfme^ itlsfil^ 
flagrant violatfdn of tbatjustiee, ^^rcK^iS' 
iihimiblbTe 9n itff nature. The soul e^ne^ 
could plan^ and tbe Body alone dbbld eib^^ 
cute the deed! ^ iftotb the hahd^ and the' 
heart are^ therefore^ implicated In the enor-*^ 
mity^ and both participate in guilt. Since 
the ofience was of a nature^ which neither 
the body nor the soul^ separately, was ca- 
pable df ^oiiikitting'; it mtKr bi^'M^Mti^n^ 
whi«^ii cotild^ only atiae ftbm ibe e»»f^^ 
pounded statf of mui/ oi(^fi>diif i^'^Uw 
of Aose Wo 'faattlreM; Wbieb <eo&Miita«id^ 
the person of tb'^ ttufd^^er^ toMMtbw¥ 
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af^ thetttoWi imd^r.tlie qUinig of justice; 
be^u^ both na^ure^^ ^^e iavolved in guUt. 
Requitals^ which, will be adjoaintetered 
hereafter^ require a subject cUpacitcited to 
receive thpai ; and this capacity cain onljr 
arise from the ij^nion of those nsrfpres, Co 
which requitaLi can apply : and^ since jus- 
tice camiQt ber defeated in. apy of its issues^ 
those capacities must be restored ; and 
this restoration can only be accomplished^ 
by the re«4mimating of that identity of 
Ifody^ which apparently moulders into 
dust. \ Theui^ion of hody^nnd 5j)iriY:be- 
i|ig^ therefore;, necessary to the existence 
of mqn^ by. whom, apy . ac|i9^..was per- 
formed, it necessarily l^adsjto the infereiiqes 
of the resurrection x)f iJhe 6(2^ frofi.the 
abodes of death.'' : . 
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. Coqeerxiiog tb^ 9{)^ific diflperence be- 
tweeo those bodies. whkh> we, ^o^ hav^^ 
and^thofiie wbicib will distinguish us here- 
liftery ithe. sanie;^i:iteri relatii^^.tp whajt} St. 
Pail) asserts^ confirming ti|^ great ; phange 
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that -will take place in the human fratne 
at the resurrection^ from, corruptiofa tb in* 
corTiiption^ froni a natural ' body to a 
spiritual body^'says (beating in mind the 
apostle's analogical figure of a seed) 
^^ since we sow not that body that shall be/' 
the change must be ama^ii^Iy great ; not 
only in • the modification of the human 
body's e^istence^ but also in its component 
parts. Yet, notwithstanding such a 
change^ the real essence will remain en- 
tire; its refinement may render it so sub- 
tle^ that to touch.it will be difficult; and 
it may^ though material^ approximate t6 
spirit. In this view the expression^ '^ a 
spiritual body** becomes at once intelli- 
gible an^. sublime. The boldness of the 
figure obtains sanction from the subject 
to which it is applied ; and^ perhaps^ the 
whole compass of language will scarcely 
afford an expression so concise^ so appro- 
priate, and so subliime.** ' 
Without doiibt such an explanation il* 
lustrates another mysterious assertion of 
the same apostle^ ^' that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kifigdoth of Go4 :" atad^ 
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jisjiing^ltf r^Jiipn io the Jb^Mq[|an .boflyj that 
.IfT^ caai p[9^ub}y. jsoijiceive. ^ VK^ijej^ 4q 

j%.c|ur.«t29^4 ^Hhip ^le circle Cff tiQ9^> aad 
^asl; no Ippk: ]i)eyoad the gray^j we. $^uld 
j(prin no other CiOacjeptiQn of flesh ^eA 
itvlpofli thap tha( they are essential parU! pf 
ofar hodie^^ and.tberefi^e His^patabl^ fVool 
theffi^ without Jhe I03S of b^ing: but> 
.^hcn i we take. oqr. stand in eternity^ and 
Are per;SU|Btded that oqr bodies shall ex^st in 
a state of mcQrruptioii> in power, in glory, 
^nd even become comparatively spiritual ; 
instead of considering '^ flesh and blood *' 
in th^ichfiracter of e^^fn^ I a/ par /$, we can 
only, view them as nec^^siory appendages 
fitfbeiugj confined to those local abodes 
whi^h they have forsaken for ever, when 
^' this corruptible shall have put on inc^r* 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality/' This, in effect, the apostle 
had told . us before, in many pri^ceding 
parts of the chapter, and had removed 
0Yety intervening obstacle, by an appeal 
to Uiat power whi<ih is ikifinite. Bat her^ 
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iinequivocal terflw,- placing tUe f|U5t;l)er? 
jood all dispMtei, ^(^tber ^ prQQ9^ i4 
iU accompUsI^aient be coqaprahQaded pjc 
not .Jt was sujPScieiit to sbevf ^ , tbiit Uie 
faet itself coofcaici^. notbiilg ^ithifi it itH 
pugnaot either to philosopby or.icfawi: 

l^ut the . ^rgiuni^M .a4duc^4 b^Te gooe 
ippeh- further : ,tbey have projvad a ,cw-» 
geniality witb tbe. established priociples of 
bptb^ and proceeded so far as to4:onvioc6 
the iinprejudiced part of m^pki^d,^ that 
they have no reason to imagine it ^^ a thing 
incredible that God should raise the 
dead/' 

'' The appeals wbich St. Paul has made 
tp. the process of vege|atiQp ; to the dif** 
ferent species of fleshy and the yarioos 
glories which the heavenly bodies exhibit 
to our senses^ are proofs that^ to convince 
the Sadduce^in generations of m^ in all 
^ges of the. worlds was one object which 
he had in view, . Wheq, therefore^ we join 
these two p^rts of his method together, and 
combine argument with authority; whcsi 
lire consider the former its applying to those 
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who deny ifae resurrection^ and the latter 
to those who admit it ; and when^ to tl^is^ 
we add the dignity which the one confers 
on the otber^ the whole forms a system of 
evidence^ in which philosophy and autho-* 
rity combine to produce conviction. As^ 
then^ ihe premises are unquestionable^ and 
the adductions which have been made are 
too evident to be denied^ we are led by 
guides^ which will not deceive us^ to this 
conclusion : That those^ who sleep iu the 
dust of the earthy must awake to immortal 
Kfb. ' As the body must rise again^ and 
join its immaterial partner^ they, both of 
them^ in a state of indissoluble union^ 
must enter into a state either of punish- 
ments or rewards^ which must continue 
for ever. It is the dread of future punish-* 
ment^ arising from a consciousness of guilty - 
that arms death with all its terrors^ and 
makes it an awful thing to die. Hence, 
says the ap08tle> '' the sting of deiitfa is 
sin^ and the strength of sin is the law : but 
{hanks be to God which giveth us the 
victory ;tbrou^h our Lord Jesus Christ."^ 
' The Bedeeqier of tho worldj through 
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the efficacy of his atonement^ is the foun- 
dation of all our hopes. It is through hU 
merit that the sting of death is drawn ; and 
the strength of sin is obviated by the ex- 
piation which he has made. Through an 
interest in him, we contemplate the resur- 
rection of our bodies from^ the grave with 
calmness and tranquillity^ as an object of 
our wishes rather -than of our fears. 
Though the grave is a gloomy passage^ it 
is b0t a subterraneous road to bliss. - It is 
With an eye to that glory which shall be 
revealed hereafter, that St. Paul concludes 
the chapter with this wholesome and im- 
portant advice^ seriously addresfied to all 
true believers : '^ Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast^ immoveable, ^al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord ; 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord/' 
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EXTRACTS. 



In his elegant Latin poem on the Immortality of 
the Souly Isaac Hawkins Browne, Esq. supposes 
man in a degenerat state of nature, unsanctified 
and unenlightened hy Divine revelation, to hold 
similar language to the infidel Libertines, spoken 
of in page 107, of Euthanasia : 

Quare &ge, vina liques: epolae^ convivia^ lusus, 
Psallere docta Chloe^ citharseque perita Nesera, 
Non absint; volucris rape Isetus dona dici; 
Quaerere nee cures quid crastina proferat bora. 

Lib. 1. — 18, 

and, after describing mere Nature to be incapable 
of afibrding any prospect of a better state of things, 
thus pleasingly speaks of that immortal principle in 
man which will live forever. 

Gaudia quinetiam non hsec fugientia poscit. 
At magis opta sibi^ vicibusque obnoxia nuUis; 
Gaudia perpetuum non interitura per sevum. 
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Wo fleeting Joys she asks^ which miu| depend 
On the frail senses, and with them must end^ 
But such as snit her own immortal feme^ 
Free from all diange^ eternally the same. 

JEFfTNS. 

A few more gleanings from this highlj-cnltivated 
iield of classic literature shall adorn these notes, 
to illostrate the present work; its anthor being 
honoured with the friendship of a relation of the 
writer of that justly admired poem. 

PfSBteria esse aliqnid ver^ qnod pertinet ad iios> 
Morte obita, nemo secum nou cuucipit; intus, 
Monstratum est intus; testatar docta vetastas; 
Publica vox damat; neque gens tarn barbora qme boh 
Prospiciat trans fiinus, et ulteriora requiratk 

I'hat there's a self, which after death shall live. 
All are concem'd about, and all believe ; 
That something's ours, when we from life depart 
Thu all conceive— all feel it at the heart; 
The wise of leam'd antiquity proclaim 
This truth, the public voice declares the same ; 
No land so rude but looks beyond the tomb 
For future prospects in a world to come. 

Jbntns. 

Finely doe& he thus reprove the Epicureans 
noticed in page 1^1, <S^c. of £uthanasia. 

I nunc, usuram vitse mirare caducam; 
Sedulus hue illuc, ut musca, nitentibus alis 
Pervolita, rorem deliba, vescere et aura 
Pcuilispet, moz in nihilum rediturus et exspes. 
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Heocinft vital flonupa'eifrti. Sic imta,.volBt 
Hue profoissa cadimt ? S^q^wntdi yericui lUOf 
Ula est vita honD4nb;.dahitar cum/Cemera Vcnin^ 
Non^ at nunc. &ciniiu, aenniiiy It^gamof-^ooacti 
Ire per ambages meditando, at protiniks nno 
Intuitu^ nebolaqae omni jam rebus adempta* 

Go then, forgetfol of its toil and strife^ 

Pursue the joys of this fieOlacious life; 

Like some poor fly, who lives Wt for a day^ 

Sip the fresh dews, and in ibe smishine play. 

Then into nothinprns diasolve away. 

Are these man's great pursuits^ — is this to live ? 

These «U the hapoothis-mndi^lav^d world can gilfet' 

How mndiimDve wonbyovry Is their fiite- 

Who sfsarefa jfor Troth, ift-a^ superior' state I 

Notgropan^ step by sttp, aS'We pvtsue; 

And following leason^-mudi eBtaiigled<cKie> 

But with one great, and instantaneous view. 

JSNYlfS'- 

The ills incident to age,-^inan going to his SoBg' 
home, and the monrnerd passing along the streets — 
so pathetically described by the pen ofSolomoa, as 
introdaced page 49, are briefly alluded to ia these 
lines: 

Qui prior abscedit, portum prior occupat; Eja! 
Totos pande sinus, ne fortd viatica desint. 
Quid cessas ? subeimt morbique et acerba Tuorum 
Funera, et insidiis circiim undique septa Senectus» 

Who first set sMl,the peaceful port fint gain;. 
Hold then ! no farther launch into the n^ain: 
Contract your sails : life nothing can- bestow 
By long continuance, but continued woe; 
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The wretched privilege daily to deplore 
The fanerala of friends who go before: 
Diseaaes^ pains^ anxieties, and cares. 
And age sanrounded with a thousand snares. 

Jbnyns. 

After painting, in strong colours, the inqnietades 
of vice, during life, and its horrors, on the approach 
of death, from an anticipation of that eternity in 
woe to which the polluted soul will be doomed 
after death, the author contrasts the happiness of 
one 

—Who Virtue's radiant course has run. 
Descending like a mildly-setting sun i 

concluding the pleasing picture with a fine eulogy 
to " Worcester's good Bishop,** who is introduced 
in Euthanasia, page 131, 132. 

Hie, sese excutiens sibi plaudit et aureus ut Sol 
Usque sub occasum diffuso lumine ridet; 
Hie, matura dies cum mortis venerit, cevum 
Suspicit immortale, Hie spe meliore triumphans 
CcelecolAm jam mmc praelibat gaudia votb. 
Talis erat gprata semper quern mente recordor 
lUe, Decus Mitrse, Libertatisque Satelles, 
Dum tanti tempus propugnatoris egebat 
HouoHius! Hie, numeros prope eentenarius omnes 
Cum vitfiB ezpl^rat; florenti plenus honore, 
Sensibus integris,sinemorbo, expersque doloris, 
Vivendique satur, sic vita exibat, ut Actor 
E scena egregius toto plaudenta Theatro; 
Aut qui post stadium summa cum laude peractum 
Victor Olympiacse poscit sibi prsemia palmee. 

h3 
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His thoughts, trittfflphant, He«v'D alone empkVys> 
And Hope anticipates his fntaie jojw^ 
—So good, so blest,, the illustrious Hoooh we fin^- 
Whose Image dwells with pleasure on my mind; 
The mitre's glory, — ^Freedom's constant friend. 
In times which ask'd a champion to defend ; 
Who, after near a hundred virtuous years. 
His senses perfect, free from pams and fears. 
Replete with life, with honours, and with age. 
Like an applauded actor left the stage; 
Or like some victor in the Olympic games. 
Who, having run his course, the crown of glory claims. 

Jbntiw. 

f 



l^XTRACT FROM A POEM ON THE SOUL, 

DEDICATED TO QUEEN ELIZABETH, 

Sp Sib JoHif Dirts. 



And as the moisture, which the. thirsty earth 
Sucks from the sea^ to fill her empty veins. 

From out her womb at last doth take a Inrth, 
And runs a Itfmph along the grassy plains. 

Long doth she stay, as loth to leave the land. 
From whose soft side slie first did issue make! 

She tastes all places, turns to ev'ry hand. 
Her flow'ry banks unwilling to forsake. 
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Yet Nature so her titreains doth lead and carry. 
As that her course dodi make no final stay/ ' 

Till she herself unto the Ocean marry. 
Within whose wat'ry bosom first she lay« 

E'en so the Soui, Tvhich in this earthly moul<i 

The spirit of God doth secretly infuse. 
Because at first she doth the earth behold. 

And only this material wotid she views : 

At first her Mother-earth she holdetfa dear. 
And doth embrace the worlcl, and worldly thingf^ 

She flies dose by the ground, and hovers heire. 
And mounts not up with her celi^stial wings i 
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Yet under heav'n she cannot light on aught. 
That with her heavily nature doth agree; ] 

She cannot rest, she cannot fix her thought, 
She cannot in this w^rld contented be. 

For who did ever yet, in honour, wealthy 

Or pleasure of the sensCy contentment find? \* 

Who ever ceas*d to wish, when he had health 9 *^* 

Or having wisdom, was not vexM in mind ? / 

Then as a Bee which among weeds doth fall, 

r 

Which seem sweet flow'rs, with lustre iVesh and gay; 
She lights on that, and this, and tasteth all; 
But pleas'd with none, doth rise, and soar away. 

So when the Soul finds here no true content. 
And, like Noah^s dove, cian no sure footing take. 

She doth return from whence she first was sent. 
And flies to Him that first her wings did make. 

Since then her heaVnly kind she doth display. 

In that to €U>d she doth directly move; 
And -on no mortid thing can make her stay. 

She cannot be' from hence, but from tU>ove. 
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And -yet HhSsfirtt true cause and Uui good end, 
She cabnot here so well and truly see; 

For this perfec^on she must yet attend. 
Till to her Maker she espoused be. 

As a King*8 daughter, being in person sought 
Of divers princes, who doth neighbour near. 

On none of them can fix a constant thought. 
Though she to all do lend a gentle ear. 

Yet she can love a foreign Emperor, 

Whom of -great worth and pow'r she hears to be, 
If she be woo'd but by Ambassador, 

Or but his letters, or his picture see ! 

For well she knows, that when she shall be brought 
Into the kingdom where her spouse doth reign. 

Her eyes shall see what she conceiv'd in thought. 
Himself, his state, his glory, and his train. 

So while the virgin-soul on earth doth stay. 
She woo'd and tempted is ten thousand ways. 

By these great pow'rs, which on the earth bear sway; 
The wisdom of the world, wealthy pleasure, praise. 

With these sometimes she doth her time beguile. 

These do by fits her &ntasy possess; 
But she distastes them all within awhile. 

And in the sweetest finds a tediousness. 

But if upon the world's Almighty King 
She once doth fix her humble loving thought. 

Who by his picture drawn in ev'ry thing. 
And sacred messages her love hath sought; 

Of him she thinks she cannot think too much; 

This honey tasted still, is ever sweet; 
The pleasure of her ravi'sh'd thought is such, 
' As almost here she with her bliss doth meet. 
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But when in heav^ she shall hii euemee aee, 
This is her wrl*reign good and ptrfkct biUs; 

Her longings wishings^ hopes^ all finished be; 
Her joys are foll^ her motions rest in this : 

There is she crown'd with garlands of eonfetU, 
There doth she manna eat^ and nectar drink: 

That presence doth such high delights present. 
As never tongue could speak, nor heart could think. 
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